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1 Tim 2:9-10, 1 Peter 3:3-4 

 By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what the Bible say about Godly apparel. 

 

Intro: 1.  How concerned are we with what we wear? 

  2.  We want to look nice for ourselves as well as others. 

3.  However, is what we wear appropriate, would God approve of such clothing? 

 

I.  Ancient problems with immodesty 

 A.  It is shameful for others to see us naked who should not see it (Gen. 9:20-23). 

  1.  Ham and his descendants were cursed, because he exposed the nakedness of his father. 

2.  Shem and Japheth were blessed, because they covered him and did not look at his 

nakedness. 

 

 B.  The world says you should “show yourself off”. (1 Peter 3:3-4) 

  1. The world says you should show off your appearance so that others will notice you. 

  2. Do we honestly want people to notice us only because of our worldly appearance? 

  3. Clothing or revealing of a woman’s body isn’t the most important thing to everyone  

   (Gen 29:17-20,30)- He wasn’t enticed by her immodest clothing but by her    

   natural beauty (v.17) and personality, if she wasn’t pleasant to be around he would  

   not have watered the flock and kissed her (v.10-11). – You think he cared what she  

   was wearing, if it was immodest he would have noticed and it would have been   

   doubtful if he would of approached her, immodest apparel in the Bible is never   

   spoken of in a  positive way. (Isa 3:16-24) 

 

 C. Problems that may arise. 

  1. Direct problems 

   1) Sexual Lust –  Matthew 5:28 

   2) Undesired sexual advances - Ephesians 5:4 

   3) Lasciviousness –  Galatians 5:19 

   4) Fornication –  Ephesians 5:3 

   5) Adultery – Hebrews 13:4  

   6) Rape – 1 Corinthians 6:9 

   2. Consequences of such problems 

   1) Sexual Disease 

   2) Unplanned Pregnancy 

 

II.  How Must Christians Dress for Worship? 

 A.  We ought to dress in a way that doesn’t dishonor God. 

  1. Our clothing, especially in worship services should not draw attention to us for a bad  

   reason (1 Tim 2:9-10). 

  2. Our clothing should be something we are not afraid to wear when we stand before   

   Christ on the judgment day. 



 

  3. This doesn’t mean we have to wear a suit and tie everyday but we should dress in such  

   a way that does not dishonor God or the purpose for which we are assembled    

   together. 

 

B. We ought to dress in a way that is respectful for the situation. 

 1. When we aren’t in worship services we still ought to dress in a way that doesn’t   

  hinder our influence (Phil 2:15). We can dress in such a way as to be modest and not  

  feel as if we can’t dress according to our own style. To be stylish we don’t have to  

  be immodest. 

 2. If certain events call for immodest apparel should we be involved in them? 

 

III.  Christians must dress appropriately at ALL times. 

A. Christians dress spiritually when they are clothed in modesty (1 Peter 3:3). 

 1. A family member once said this – “Modest is Hottest”. 

  A. This is true, what should attract a person the most isn’t what we are wearing but  

   our natural beauty and our own personality.  

  B.  If someone only spends time with you because of the way we dress, then we ought 

   not to spend time with that person. (for reasons mentioned earlier) 

 

 B.  Immodesty has created many problems in the world. 

  1.  John the Baptist was murdered because of lewd dancing (Matt. 14:6-8). 

  2.  How many problems does immodest dress and lewdness create today? 

 

 

Conc: 1.  It is important to dress modestly. 

2.  How are you dressed in the presence of God? 

  3. Invitation 


