
Titus Lesson 2
“Self-denial”
Titus 2:11-13

By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn about self-denial from Titus 2.

Intro: 1. Christian morals is about doing good not just good intensions. 
2. Our actions should be based on our faith, what God says in His Word.

I.  Teaching self-denial
A. We must know who teaches us to deny self. 

1. Self-denial means to deny, reject, or refuse an action, or an object
2. God’s Word teaches us to put Him first (Mt 16:24).
3.  We are told plainly that it is God who teaches us the way of salvation that includes

denying wicked desires (Titus 2:11)
B. God’s Word teaches us what to deny. (Titus 2:12a)

1. We are to deny things that are contrary to godliness (wickedness, sinful actions)
2. Deny or refuse worldly lusts – temptation of corrupt things, or corrupt ways of living

C. God’s Word teaches us how to live (Titus 2:12b)
1. We are to live with a sound, temperate mind. 
2.  Live righteously – justly, agreeable to what is right, agreeable to the law
3.  Live godly – pleasing in the sight of God, in agreement with God’s Word

II. Why must we deny self?
A. In order to live righteously

1. Galatians 5:24 – putting selfish desires to death, not allowing them to be a part of 
our lives. 

2. Romans 8:13 – living according to the Spirit, living according to the commands of 
God, results in spiritual life.

B. To be prepared for Christ’s return (v.13)
1. Christ’s return is seen as an event to look forward to for the Christian. 

a. To look forward with great anticipation.
2. This is the hope of the Christian. 

 
III. Lessons for Us Today

A. God’s Word is our source of how to live.
1. Mankind does not have a standard of living, man’s view of how one ought to live 
is ever-changing and results in sin ultimately separation from God.
     a. Mankind embraces sin and actions that harms himself.
2. God’s Word is our standard of self-denial and godly living. (Titus 2:11-12)
3. By denying self, mankind finds blessings from God.

a. Self-denial means we are choosing Godliness over wickedness.
B. Christ’s return is motivation for self-denial.

1. We know Christ is going to return (Titus 2:13).
2. We cannot be prepared if we do not deny our self and put Him first (Mt 16:24).



Application & Conclusion:
1. It is impossible to find a Christian when that person is buried by ungodliness &

worldly lusts. 
3. When God looks upon the Christian, he wants to see a faithful servant who denies self

and puts Him first.
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


