
 

 

Confronting Error 

Titus – Lesson 1 

Titus 1:9-16 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the exhortation to elders in Titus 1. 

 

Intro: 1. A brief introduction to the book: 

a. This letter is written by the great apostle Paul. (1:1) 

b. It is dated about A.D. 67, and is next to the last book ever written by Paul that we 

     have. 

c. The book is written to Titus, 1:4, who was a Greek, Galatians 2:3. 

d. Titus is not mentioned by name in the book of Acts. 

e. Paul left him in Crete to set in order some things which were lacking. 

f. Paul calls Titus his "true child after a common faith." (Titus 1:4) 

g. The date is A.D. 65 to 67, on Paul's way to Nicopolis. (Titus 3:12) 

  

 

I.  Elders hold fast to the Word (Titus 1:9) 

 A.  holding fast to the faithful word (v.9a) 

1.  What does “holding fast the faithful word” mean? 

 a. clinging to, devoted to the truth of the gospel 

  2. Notice its “the faithful word” we are hold; nothing else 

 B.  that he may be able, by sound doctrine…(v.9b) 

  1.  "That," or in order that one may be able both to exhort by healthy teaching and 

to convince (convict) the ones contradicting the truth. 

  2.  All Christians are exhorted to hang on to the truth of the gospel. 

   a. 2 Tim 1:13 

  3. This reason for holding to the sound teaching he has been taught is mentioned in the 

verse. 

   a. "Sound doctrine" is sound teaching. 

i). So, there is unsound teaching that must be opposed. 

ii). "Convince" is convict, reprove, rebuke, confute, admonish. 

iii). A “gainsayer” (KJV) is one who speaks against, one who contradicts. 

   b. Sound teaching is the proper response to those who contradict truth. 

    i. Long held opinions 

    ii. Traditions 

    iii. Length of time the error has lasted  

1. None of these supersede sound doctrine. 

 

II.  Those who are a danger to the brethren (Titus 1:10-16) 

 A. The description of those who contradict truth (v.10) 

  1. "Unruly"(or insubordinate) is rebellious. These will not submit to authority. 

2. "Vain talkers" (or idle talkers)  are those with empty words, worthless words, words 

that do not help anybody. 

3. "Deceivers" is a word that means a mind-misleader, mind-deceiver, a seducer. 



 

 

  2. Those “of the circumcision” is a reference to the Jews, who many say were the largest 

source of false teaching (v.10) 

  3. Notice Titus does not mention whether these individuals are male or female.  

   a. Sometimes we get it in our mind that false teachers and threats to the church are 

only male, this is not true (1 Kings 21:25; Rev 2:20-21). 

i. Wife of Ahab, an immoral and cruel queen who protected idolatry and 

persecuted the prophets. 

ii. The symbolic name of a woman who pretended to be a prophetess, and 

who, addicted to antinomianism, claimed Christian liberty of eating things 

sacrificed to idols 

 B. The evil work of such individuals  

  1. The later half of v.11 tells us some of what they were doing. (v.11b) 

  2. With their mouths they professed to be pure, but they were not (v.16) 

   a. v.15? 

 C. What must be done? 

  1. There mouths must be stopped (v.11a) 

  2. Rebuke them (v.13b) 

  3. Do not listen to their fables (v.14) 

 

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Standfast for truth 

1.  Elders and leaders in the church must be those who stand on God’s Word. 

   a. Truth is only found in God’s Word so using something else as our standard is not 

standing on truth.  

2. The need to know God’s Word tells us that this is the answer to the problem of false 

teaching and any other issues the church may face. 

 B. Standfast against damnable doctrine. 

  1. One cannot stand for truth without standing against false teaching.  

  2. When one stands against false teaching, they are not being argumentative, narrow 

minded, or “picky”; as some might say. 

a. Standing against error is a requirement for the Christian and certainly for 

anyone in a leadership role.  

    b. Error that is ignored is error that is condoned.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

  1. Let us be those who love the truth enough to stand on it and to defend it. 

  2.  Error will often be more popular than truth, but the numbers never change 

wrong to right.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 



 

 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


