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Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from Daniel’s situation in Daniel 9.

I.  Unfaithfulness & Prayer (v.1-19)
A.  Israel’s unfaithfulness (v.1-10)

1. This is the same Darius we see back in chapter 6. (v.1-2)
i. The books of which Daniel spoke certainly included the book of Jeremiah.

2. He mentioned Jeremiah’s prophecy that Judah would be in Babylonian Captivity for
seventy years. Jer. 25:11, 12

a. The first group went into captivity in 606 B.C., and the first group came back in 
536 B.C., which is seventy years. (It is also interesting that the temple was destroyed 
in 586 B.C., and was rebuilt and dedicated in 516 B.C., a period of seventy years.)
b. It is said that Cyrus came to rule in 539, and that Darius came to rule in his third 
year, which would make this event happening in 536 B.C.

3. He begins the prayer by acknowledging who God is. (v.3-4)
4. Israel had disobeyed and all that belong to them was “shame of face” (v.5-10)

B.  Promised punishment of the unfaithful (v.11-15)
1. The curse that included destruction would come upon them because of their

disobedience to God (v.11-12)
2.  Punishment was coming because they had not turned back to God. (v.13-14)

a. After all that God had done for them they have disobeyed (v.15)
C. Prayer for God to hear their prayers (v.16-19)

1. Prayer that God would turn his anger away from them (v.16)
2. Daniel calls out for mercy and forgiveness. (v.17-19)

a. Their sacrifices are now made because of God’s mercy (v.18b)

II. Gabriel’s visit (v.20-27)
A. Gabriel comes to Daniel (v.20-23)

1. Gabriel came while Daniel was confessing his sin and the sin of the people to God
(v.20-21)

2. Daniel was being given the opportunity to understand the vision that’s about to be
given (v.22-23)
i. We see here that God began to respond as soon as Daniel began to pray (v.23a).

B. The prophecy of 70 weeks (v.24-27)
1.   Verse 24  

“Seventy weeks” or seventy sevens, because “weeks” literally means “units of seven.”
a. It can be a symbol of completeness (as in Mat. 18:22).

A. There is no evidence of a gap between week 69 and 70, as is claimed by the
premillennialists. The 69th week is supposed to point to the crucifixion and the 70th to
the establishment of the kingdom. Since they claim the kingdom has not yet been
established, we have been in a “gap” period since the crucifixion of Jesus. 
B. Jesus, in Mat. 24:15 uses the term, “abomination of desolation” to the



destruction of Jerusalem. Cf. Luke 21:20. The desolation of 9:27 was fulfilled in the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D.
C. It is not necessary to come up with some literal time-table that this represents. It simply
is the complete time necessary for God to work out his plan (a definite figure for a long
period of time).
D. We are told that God did things “in the fullness of time.”
E. The “seventy weeks” is the amount of time determined (decreed) before all of the works
of God would be finished.
F. There are at least six things that God plans to do with reference to the coming of the Lord.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. “To finish the transgression” means to complete or finish what remains in relation to
the sins of the people. What remains is to complete God’s disciplinary action, and
to offer something that will remedy sin. The gospel will surely do this. Cf. Eph.
2:15 and Heb. 10:12
2. “To make an end of sins” means that sins will not be remembered over and over
again every year. His death on the cross will end that. The alienation that sin
causes will also end. Cf. Heb. 9:22; 10:1-4; 10:11-14
3. “To make reconciliation for iniquity” which he did through the atonement, and then
man need not be separated from God. Rom. 5:8-10; Col. 1:20; Heb. 2:17; II Cor.
5:18.
4. “To bring everlasting righteousness” means that man can now stand in a justified
state before God. Cf. Rom. 1:16; 6:16-18
5. “To seal up the vision and prophecy” means that there will be no need for visions and
prophecy any longer. We have been given all things that pertain to life and godliness through 
knowledge of Christ. God used another method in delivering the N.T. scriptures. II Tim. 3:16,17;
II Pet. 1:3, 21
6. “To anoint the most Holy” means that Christ is now King of kings, and Lord of lords.
He has been appointed our Prophet, Priest, and King. I Tim. 6:15
G. All of these things were accomplished by our Lord Jesus during the first century.

2. Verse 25
1. This statement shows that we are correct in our view of verse 24.
2. “Seven weeks” is the complete time it will take God to accomplish through Ezra and
Nehemiah putting Jerusalem back where it ought to be. 
*(This included going forth to restore and build Jerusalem.)
3. Add to that sixty-two weeks, and one has the coming of the Messiah, the Christ.
4. Add to that another week (verse 27), the complete time it will take the Lord to finish his
ministry on earth.
5. “Troublous times.” Read Nehemiah and see how much trouble was involved in carrying
out this command.
6. This will take us to the time of the Messiah.



3. Verse 26
1. After our Lord came, in time, he was crucified for us, not for himself. Acts 8:32,33
2. In A.D. 70 the prince, Titus, and his people (the Romans) came and besieged the city of
Jerusalem, and destroyed the city and the temple. 
3. The end shall be with a flood. Like a flood it will end in overwhelming destruction.
4. There was war to the very end, and many desolations (much ravaging) occurred.
Compare what the Lord said would happen before the destruction of Jerusalem in
Matthew 24.

4. Verse 27
1. The covenant was confirmed for one week, the complete time it took for the work to be
confirmed.
a. He confirmed it with many – the poor, the Gentiles, the many for whom he gave his
life on the cross.
b. He caused the sacrifice and offering to cease by offering himself once for all on the
cross.
Heb. 8-10 There is a sense in which it also ceased when the temple was
again destroyed in A.D. 70
c. “An overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate.” This has to do with
the corruption of the Jewish nation, and their iniquity. And on account of this he
shall make it desolate. This was done by the Roman armies overspreading the nation
and the Jews could not resist them. Cf. Mat. 24:15; Luke 21:20
d. That which God has determined will be poured upon the desolate.
2. Thus this climax with the destruction of Jerusalem brought to an end the Jewish sacrifice,
the temple, the Jewish economy, etc., and left in its stead Christianity.

III. Lessons for us today.
A.  Sin of people and nations requires repentance.

1.  Daniel prayed for any sins he committed as well as the sins of the nation.
2. Daniel knew repentance was required from Israel regardless if Israel was willing to 

truly repent.
B. God has made a way for mankind’s salvation. 

1. This way of salvation is through His Son.
2. Israel would be punished and as seen in the prophecy given Jerusalem would be

destroyed in the future. 
3. The point we learn from both – sin and the wicked do not go unpunished. 

Application & Conclusion:
1. Daniel’s urgency for Israel’s repentance is something we should learn from today – 

do not hesitate to repent. 
2. Punishment is coming for the wicked, we must make sure we are not in the crowd.
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17



Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


