
 

I am the good Shepherd 

John 10:11 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show how Christ is the Shepherd for man. 

 

Intro: 1. Would you agree that people today have the wrong idea about a spiritual shepherd? 

  2. This must be the case, after all we see our denominational friends referring to their 

                  speaker – as their pastor. 

  3. Tonight we will look at what the Bible says about the “good shepherd”.  

 

I. Shepherds – the bad & the phony  

 A. The bad compared to the good 

1. Theives and Robbers – a reference to false teachers. The sheep (those who follow 

     Christ’s teachings) do not hear (that is obey) these false teachings. (Jn 10:7-8) 

  2. Salvation is through Christ, the door, and in Christ we find spiritual blessings, that is 

                  to say “pasture” (Jn 10:9-10). 

 B.   The phony compared to the good (denominational “pastors”) (Jn 10:11-13) 

  1.   The phony are the hirelings who do not protect the sheep, instead they flee and allow 

                  the sheep to be scattered.  

  2.   If the hireling is a phony (a fake) then when we read that the hireling flees because he 

                  is a hireling and doesn’t care about the sheep it’s because he is a phony (a fake). 

  3.   The same might be said of elders who do not shepherd the flock of God, they allow 

                  false teachings to come in and do not stand for truth. Instead they either do nothing, 

                  or following the false teachings themselves, or simply leave (Titus 1:7-11). 

 

II. What the good Shepherd offers  

 A.   Protection from sin (Jn 10:14-15) 

  1.   Through the death of Christ on the cross we can be reconciled to God and thereby 

                  find protection from sin and its price (Rom 5:10) 

 B. Family of believers (Jn 10:16) 

  1. There were, and still are, those who may come to obey God.  

  2. Those that do will be added to the flock (singular) 

  3.   They will have one shepherd (singular) 

 

III. To those not following the shepherd 

1. Many do not believe, because they are not actually seeking Christ, but their own way of 

doing things (Jn 10:26-27). 

2. Who do they follow (Jn 10:27)? Christ, not their traditions. 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. What Christ (the Shepherd of the obedient) offers is something no one else can, 

eternal life (Jn 10:27-28). 

  2. Are you following the Shepherd of your soul (1 Pt 2:25)? 

  3.   Full Invitation 

 


