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“His Promise” 

Psalm 23:1,6 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show the promise we have from God. 

 

Intro: 1. The Bible contains many promises. 

2. Today, we will look at some that we want to remember and take advantage of these 

promises.  

 

I. “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life;” 

 A. Surely goodness and mercy  

1. The first word here tells us that what will follow David is guaranteed to all faithful 

followers of God. It’s not up for debate; those who trust in God will have goodness and 

mercy follow them because they are faithful servants of God and because God is with 

those who love Him. 

2. Goodness-what God provides for those who love Him is good. The faithful person 

can look at their lives and see the goodness of God (Ps 31:19). 

3.   Mercy is compassion and pity for others. We have done nothing to deserve mercy 

from God yet we receive it from Him. Mercy is seen in the sacrifice of Christ for the 

redemption of the faithful (Matthew 1:21). 

Even while facing great difficulties in our lives we can still see the goodness of 

God and His mercy (Ps 86:12-13). 

 B.   shall follow me All the days of my life; 

1.   God’s gifts for the faithful are continual and not a one time blessing. They continue 

and remain with those who love the LORD (Lam 3:22-23). 

2.   The goodness and mercy that comes from God lasts while we are faithful to Him 

during the time we have on this earth. If we are to enjoy the goodness and mercy of 

God we must be faithful because those who are unfaithful do not have these benefits 

from God (Ps 34:15-19). 

 

II. “And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever” 

 A.   And I will dwell 

1.   As a result of being faithful we have goodness & mercy given to us from God and as 

a result of those things we (the faithful) will dwell with Him. 

2.   To dwell with Him doesn’t mean to just hear Him or be able to speak to Him it means 

we literally live with Him, our home is with God, the Father of the faithful 

(Romans 6:8a, 2 Timothy 2:11).  

 B. in the house of the LORD Forever 

1. God has made sure that the faithful who are in eternal life abide in a place that is 

proper and fitting for those who love Him (John 14:2-3).  

 

A. Not only are we with the Father and the Father is with us, but we are in this place 

of rest for all eternity. Forever has no end, it’s a time that continues and never comes 

to an end because God has no end and the faithful who dwell (live or make their 



 

home with Him) have no end. Man does not have to die twice, unless Christ comes 

back before we die, we will face one death. This is not avoidable-the 2
nd
 death 

(eternal damnation) is avoidable (Matthew 7:13-14).  

 

 

B.  Think for a moment with me - the faithful die-but do they stay dead? No the 

faithful find a place that’s described as eternal life. We continue to live for eternity 

(Revelation 2:11). 

The unfaithful, when they die, what do they face? Do they stay dead? No! But, they 

continue to feel the pains of death for all eternity in a place designed for the unfaithful 

and rebellious thus they face the 2
nd
 death or we could say eternal death (Revelation 

21:8).  

All will live after their bodies stop working but it’s where we live that make the 

difference and it’s how we live before God today that determines which place we will 

live. 

 

2. The end result of our faithfulness is found in eternal life with the Father where we 

abide forever because of His mercy and it’s where we see the ultimate display of 

God’s goodness, care and love.  

 

III. The promise extends to us today.  

 A.   God made a promise to David and He makes the same promise to us today. 

  1.   We (the faithful today) can have the goodness and mercy of God in our lives. 

2. We can see the goodness of God and know His mercy through the sacrifice of His 

Son and through the blessings and comfort He gives us today. 

 B. We must take advantage of God’s promise. 

  1. God promised that the faithful will live with Him for eternity. 

 2. We must decide if we are willing to be faithful to Him so that we can know His 

goodness and mercy, and abide with Him forever in His house (the heavenly abode). 

 

 

Conc: 1. Today it’s time we choose who we will serve and where we will abide forever 

(Joshua 24:15).  

  2.  Full Invitation 


