
 

Road to Calvary – Lesson 6 

“The Scourging” 

Mark 15:12-15 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show what we can learn from Christ’s scourging. 

 

Intro: 1. Often times we think the things Christ endured for us was only on the cross. 

  2. However, the act of scourging should change your mind.   

 

 

I. Why put Christ through the “scourging”? 

 A. The Law 

  1. According to Roman law, scourging accompanied those receive capital punishments.  

 B.   Pilate’s actions 

  1.   Some believe Pilate may have had Christ scourged to keep the Jews for asking for 

                  more.  

  2.  Especially since Pilate stated repeatedly that he found no fault in Him.     

 

II. What is involved in a scourging? 

 A.   The tools 

  1.   Historians tell us that sometimes those being scourged would be beaten with rods 

                  and then with a “whip”. 

  2.   The Roman flagellum for criminals; what we know as the “cat of 9 tails”. 

   a. this was a whip with a handle that had several braided and/or single pieces of 

                      leather of variable lengths.  

   b. In these pieces of leather were small iron balls and/or sharp pieces of bones. These 

                      Were tied in at variable intervals. It was possible for such items to stick and the 

                     whip would have to be yanked back, causing a great deal of damage to the person. 

 B. How it was done. 

  1. Stripped of clothing & hands was tied to a post. 

  2. The flogging was intended to weaken the victim and some say to also humiliated 

                   them.  

  3. Soldiers would taught the victim throughout the process 

  4. Repeated blows of the whip caused deep wounds.  

   a. The historian Eusebius of Caesarea recounts a scene of scourging. 

He says, “For they say that the bystanders were struck with 

amazement when they saw them lacerated with scourges even to the 

innermost veins and arteries, so that the hidden inward parts of the 

body, both their bowels and their members, were exposed to view” 

                   (Ecclesiastical History, Book 4, chap. 15). 

 

 

 

 



 

  5. What Christ had endured just during the scourging is incredible.  

a. The beating was so severe and He was so weak that He could not carry the cross 

    (Mt 27:32). 

     The cross beam (which is what Christ would have had to carry) would weigh 

     between 100-110lbs.  

6. The crown of thorns would of caused damage to his scalp and severe bleeding. 

7. The robe that was placed on Him would only cause more pain, as when it was 

    removed, any wounded area stuck to the robe would be pulled open and bleed 

    again (Jn 19:1-2) 

8. You can also add the lack of food, water and rest that Christ would of received 

      during His “trial” as He was taken to appear before various leaders as an 

      additional source of weakness.  

 

III. Pilate’s final plea for the King’s release.  

 A.   Presenting the scourged Christ before the people (Jn 19:4-8) 

1.  It could be argued that Pilate thought the people would see Christ after being scourged 

and decide that was enough. 

  2. However, that was hardly the case. 

 B. Pilate & Christ’s conversation (Jn 19:9-11) 

  1. Christ continued to deny that Pilate had power over Him. 

  2. He also put a lot of fear in Pilate.  

 C. Pilate’s final plea for Christ’s release (Jn 19:12-16) 

  1.  The people knew where to push Pilate. They jumped on the idea of not being Ceasar’s 

                 friend.  

  2. Pilate could not release Christ without putting himself in danger.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Christ endured so much for us and not just on the cross. 

  2. Are you taking advantage of Christ endured for the faithful to have eternal life? 

  3.   Full Invitation 

 


