
 

Road to Calvary – Lesson 5 

“The Trial of the King” 

Matthew 26:57-59 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show the truth behind Christ’s trial.  

 

Intro: 1. The Trial of Jesus, was quite an event. 

  2. It was not like the usual trial during that time. 

 

I. Before Annas (Jn 18:13-14,19-24) 

  A. Jesus questioned about the disciples and His doctrine. 

1. Christ responds to the questioning by telling Annas to ask the people what He 

     spoke.  

  2.  Christ’s response shows He had no fear and that Annas had no response for what 

                 Christ said to him.  

 

II. Jesus faces Caiaphas  

 A. False testimony (Mt 26:57-59) 

  1. Notice who it was who wanted false testimony against Christ. 

- Chief Priests - It was lawful for him to perform the common duties of the 

priesthood; but his chief duty was, once a year on the day of atonement, to enter into 

the Holy of Holies (from which the other priests were excluded) and offer sacrifices 

for his own sins and the sins of the people, and to preside over the Sanhedrin, or 

Supreme Council, when convened for judicial deliberations. 

- Elders - members of the great council or Sanhedrin 

- Council - the Sanhedrin, the great council at Jerusalem, consisting of the seventy 

one members, - scribes, elders, prominent members of the high priestly families and 

the high priest, the president of the assembly. 

  2. Their goal was to put together false charges against Christ, that He would be put to 

                  death. 

  3. What leaders!  

 B.  Christ’s response demanded (Mt 26:60-68) 

  1.   We see that despite their attempts nothing could be found against Christ. All they 

                  could do was to say that He spoke blasphemy. 

    - Lk 22:66-71 – Luke’s detailed account 

  2.   Christ referring to His ascension into heaven was blasphemy to Caiaphas and others 

                  who did not believe in Him as the Son of God. (v.65) 

  3. The people became upset and all they knew to do was to sentence Him to death, and to 

                 mock, spit on Him and even hit him with the palm of their hands (v. 66-68) 

 

II. Jesus before Pilate 

 A.  Mt 27:11-14 

  1. Pilate it seems was not sure what to think about Christ.  

  2. Pilate knew Christ could hear the accusations against Him, yet he said nothing.  

   a. It seems this was not common, give the reaction of Pilate. 



 

 B. Lk 23:1-5 

  1. Pilate finds no fault in Christ despite the accusations against Christ. 

 

III. Jesus before Herod & Pilate for the 2
nd

 Time  

 A. Christ before Herod (Lk 23:6-12)   

  1. Herod had desired to see some miracle of Christ (as if He was a performer) 

  2  He did nothing of the sort, and as a result He was mocked and put on a robe before 

                going back to Pilate.  

      B. The King in place of a criminal (Mt 27:15-25) 

1.   (Jn 18:37-38) 

  2. Pilate’s wife and her dream (v.19) 

   a. It is interesting to say the least; that in the midst of all these things someone has a 

                       dream about the innocence of Christ. 

   b. It’s more interesting that it is the wife of Pilate. 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. We know that the trial of Christ had to lead to the death of Christ, as this is the 

       Father’s will (Isaiah 53). 

2. Isn’t interesting all the things that still took place in order for an innocent man to die, 

       for the whole world.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 


