
 

Road to Calvary Series – L.2 

The one who kills the prophets… 

Matthew 23:37-39 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show the problem that Jerusalem was facing.  

 

Intro: 1. Jerusalem had a dark past and a dark future. 

  2. Their attitude towards men of God was one that was marked by beatings and killings. 

  

 

I. How the city responded (Mt 23:37a) 

 A. The mind of the city was set. 

  1. The city (as a whole) rejected the truth (Jer 18:11-18). 

  2. The city and the problem we find in Jeremiah’s time had a lot of similarities.  

  3.   The didn’t just reject the truth but would physically harm and even kill those who 

                  proclaimed the gospel message to them, in an attempt to save their sinful, evil and 

                 darkened souls. 

  4.  It is difficult not to see similarities between Jeruslem and the country in which we live 

                 today. Our nation will sue, strip away rights, openly mock Christians and in the future 

                 we just might see imprisionment for those who bring the same message of salvation. 

  5.  Just as Jeruslaelm was a city in dark days, we too are living in dark and evil times 

                 (Psalm 10:1-4, focus on v.4b) 

 

II. What Christ desired to do for them so many times (Mt 23:37b) 

 A.   “How often I wanted…” 

1.   This phrase indicates that this wasn’t a effort that was made only once, but time and 

time again.  

2.   The words” I wanted” shows us that it wasn’t just the desire of God and the prophets 

but it was Christ’s desire as well. He wanted, he desired for them to be gathered 

together under His wing of forgiveness and safety. (Lk 19:41). 

 B. “but you were not willing.” 

  1. The word “but” indicates it was possible for them to come to obedience and safety, 

                  the problem was – they weren’t “willing”.  

  2. How often do we see this today? People who are capable of doing what is right, the 

                 are old enough to understand, they are old enough to recognize their spiritual 

                 condition, but they ARE NOT WILLING!? 

  3.  Why? John 3:19-20 

           What would  verse 19 say if you substituted “sin” for darkness and Christ for “light”? 

 

III. What was waiting for them mirrors what awaits the unfaithful today. 

(Mt 23:38-39) 

 A.   The unfaithful of Jerusalem were going to face the wrath of God through their enemies. 

1.   The unfaithful today will face the wrath of God in a place of torments (Lk 16:23-26). 

  2. Torments lasts till the judgment, then the unfaithful our cast into everlasting darkness 

                  (Sheol). 



 

 B. Those who would enter such a city today 

1. There are locations where teachers of truth are greated with hositility instead of 

     support.  

  2.   2 Peter 2:1-2, Isaiah 30:10-11 

 

 Application & Conclusion:  

1. We like Jerusalem, cannot reject the Gospel Message and expect to be spared 

 (Jn 12:48). 

  2.  If you haven’t obeyed the gospel, why not? 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 


