
 

Road to Calvary Series – L.1 

Steps of the City 

Matthew 21:1-6 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want us to see the importance of the last week of the life of Christ. 

 

Intro: 1. Beginning in Matthew 21 we find what some refer to as the “passion” week.  

   - This week concludes with Christ’s death on the cross. 

2. It is here, that we begin our “Road to Calvary”; with Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem 

      for the last time.  

 

I. The preparation & prophecy (Mt 21:1-3) 

 A. Christ gives a command to His disciples 

  1. They were told where to go 

  2. They were told what they would find 

  3.   They were told what to say 

 B.  Fulfillment of O.T. prophecy (Mt 21:4-6; Zech 9:9) 

  1.   The actions are a direct fulfillment of prophecy 

  2.   Christ did not enter the city with a lot of “pomp” but lowly, humbly on a colt. 

 

II. The King’s entrance into the city (Mt 21:7-8) 

 A.  Christ’s entrance was that of a King. 

  1.   Christ’s entrance was unique in that despite enter in a lowly, humble manner the 

                  people laid their garments on the road before Him 

  2.   These actions were actions of respect and reverence to Him. 

  3.   However, He was coming not as a King they desired, but as one they needed 

                  Spiritually, and one whom many would reject.  

  4.  Their was a lot of people who obviously were glad He had come, though not all of 

                  them were. (Jn 12:19) 

 

III. The people’s response & Christ’s Reaction to the City 

 A.   The people cry out to Him (Mt 21:9-11) 

1.   The people cry out Hosanna (meaning “save or to save”). 

  2. Clearly some of the people here knew what Christ could give them. 

  3.   His disciples were praising Him as well (Lk 19:37-40) 

- Christ’s reply to the Pharisee was clear, if man would not praise Him, the 

rocks would. Thus, He was going to be praised if they liked it or not.  

 B. Christ wept for the people of the city (Lk 19:41-42) 

  1. Upon approach Christ could see the city, His reaction was one of sorrow and grief. 

2. He says if they only knew the things that “make for your peace!” But now they are 

hidden from their eyes, its too late for many of them.  

3.  Christ tells of the fall of Jerusalem that was coming, because they did not know the 

time of their visitation, the time when they would face the wrath of their enemies 

because of their sins. (Lk 19:43-44) 

 



 

 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. As Christ entered the city, the people received Him in a positive way. However, 

Christ, knew what was waiting for many of them (Lk 19:43-44) 

2. Christ was walking towards His darkest, and most difficult time. How will we 

respond during our darkest days?  

3.   With obedience in God, or rejection? 

  4.   Full Invitation 

 


