
 

 

Locusts of Punishment 
Rev 9 

By Russell Earl 
 

Thesis:  I want to show what lessons we can learn from Revelation 9.  
 
Intro: 1. There are many figures in Revelation that draw a lot of ideas. 
  2. Revelation 9 is not exception, however there are some simple truths of which we are 
                  reminded in this chapter.  
 
I.  The bottomless pit & the Locusts (v.1-12) 
 A. The bottomless pit is opened. (v.1-6) 
  1.  Some have identified the “star” as Satan while it seems more fitting to identify it as a 
                 leader of evil coming to destroy. As this aligns with what is sign in chapter 8. (v.1) 

a. This power of destruction was to be used to hurt those who are unrighteous (v.4b) 
b. There are many ideas of about the bottomless pit.  

i. It seems most logical to conclude that this a figurative of evil forces 
coming to destroy. Evil is often pictured as coming from below and the 
idea seems the same here.  

  2.   Smoke & locusts rise up from the pit (v.2-3) 
   a. The locusts are given uncommon power, to hurt like a scorpion(v.3b) 
   b. This power seems to represent the spiritual evil that sin inflicts upon men.  
    i. The righteous have nothing to fear (Ezk 2:6).  
  3. The wicked only are punished (v.4-5) 
   a. Where so many times the Christians have been the ones being attacked now the tide 
                       had turned, it was the wicked being punished.  

c. The punishment would not last forever. (v.5) 
i. Their purpose was not to kill but to cause suffering.  

4. They would wish for death (v.6).  
 a. These suffering would prefer death over the tremendous suffering they were 
          experiencing.  
 b. Such suffering should cause one to reflect upon their sins and repent.  

 B. A further description of the locusts & what they do (v.7-12) 
  1. The locusts are pictured as an army or soldiers.   
  2.The name of the king means destroyer.  
  3. Just as locusts can destroy so can sin.  
 
II. The 6th Trumpet (Second Woe, v.13-21)  

A. The 6th Angel (v.13-19) 
1. This is symbolic of that secular power that does its best to overcome and destroy 

God’s influence in men’s lives. This is seen in so many things all the time.  
2. Many believe the 1/3 part of men killed here are Romans.  

B. The Plague & Repentance. (v.20-21) 
1. It is made clear here that this attack was a type of plague (v.20a). 
2. Despite the severe punishment taking place there was still many who did not, would 

not repent (v.20b-21). 



 

 

    
III. Lessons for us today. 
 A.   Sinners are punished (Rom 1:18a) 

1.  Sinners are always punished.  
  2.  You reap what you sow.  
 B. The Righteous are spared (v.4) 
  1. The righteous spared from any punishment as they are righteous. 
  2. Not only are they spared but they are blessed by God with eternal life.  
 
Application & Conclusion:  

1.  God’s message is clear, obedience is rewarded and the wicked suffer. 
  2.  Full Invitation 
 
Non-Christians must: 
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 
Repent –Luke 13:2-3 
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 
 
Christians must: 
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


