
 

 

The 144,000 

Revelation 7 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show the protection from God that the faithful receives as revealed in the 7th 

chapter of Revelation.  

 

Intro: 1. It seems natural, with the destruction and hardship shown in chapter 6, that the people 

                  of God would be concerned about what was going to happen to them.  

  2. The Christian must live with heaven in view. 

  3. When we do this, we can keep from being dismayed in the face of hardships.  

 

I.  The Sealing of Servants on Earth  

 A. The Sealers (v.1-3) 

  1.  The winds represent agents of destruction come from every direction. (v.1) 

  2.   Thus the angels are standing on the corners of the earth holding back the destruction 

                  coming upon the earth.  

a. Isaiah spoke of gather the dispersed from every direction, “from the four corners 

of the earth” (Isa 11:11-12) 

b. Violent winds are often used in the O.T. to symbolize God’s wrath  

(Jer 4:11-12; 23:19; 49:36; 51:1). 

  3. Nothing can prevent God from protecting His own.  

   a. God would not allow anything to bring spiritual harm upon the faithful.  

  4. Another angel comes and speaks to the angels on the four corners (v.2) 

  5. God is keeping His judgment at bay until His people are prepared [sealed] (v.3) 

   a. The mark on the foreheads is symbolic of those who are God’s people.  

 B. The Sealed (v.4-8) 

  1. The 144,000 is figurative of the full number of God’s people. (v.4) 

  2. The words “seal” and “sealed” are key. Christian are not seal from trouble but 

                protected as they men and go through trouble.  

a. In Ezekiel 9:3-4, a mark was placed on the forehead of those who were faithful.  

b. This forms a background for this symbolic mark which is to be placed on those 

who are God’s faithful.  

c. Also compare Deuteronomy 6:6-8 

3. The 7th day Adventist originally taught the 144,000 to be literal but when their 

    numbers surpassed this amount they gave up the teaching.  

4. The Jehovah’s Witness still maintain that only 144,000 will be in heaven. Other saints 

will be here on earth.  

5. The tribes are listed and are figurative of God’s saints (v.5-8) 

 

II. The Singing of God’s Servants in Heaven  

A. Who are they? (v.11,13-17) 

1. All those in heaven participate in the singing (v.11).  

a. They fell before the throne and worshipped God.  

2. The faithful sing praises to God and worship Him (v.13-17) 

 



 

 

 

B. What do they sing?  (v.9-10,12) 

1. The 144,000 changes to a number that is could not be numbered.  (v.9) 

a. The 144,000 are pictured on earth, this group is pictured in heaven.  

b. In the first scene there are 12 tribes, in this scene they are of every nation. 

(Rev 5:9).  

c. They are clothed in white because they are before the throne of God.  

d. The palm branches in their hands symbolize victory and rejoicing  

(John 12:13).  

e. Salvation belongs to God, it comes from Him, He is the only source of 

Salvation (v.10). 

2. They are in agreement that God is the source of blessings, glory, wisdom, honor, 

power & might (v.12).  

a. “Amen” means to affirm the truth of what is said.  

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   God cares for his servants.  

1.   The faithful will have heaven as their home.  

  2. They faithful have the protection (seal) that Heaven will be their final home (v.3-4). 

 B. God is worthy of our praise and worship (v.12). 

  1. God deserves our praise because of His faithfulness to us.  

  2. God wipes away all hardships by delivering the faithful to heaven, as promised  

                  (v.15-17).  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Heaven awaits those who have the mark of faithfulness in their lives. 

  2. Let us faithfully follow God in the presence of this world.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


