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Thesis:  I want to show how Ezekiel helps us understand the blessings of the church and heaven.

Intro: 1. There are numerous similarities and references in the Old Testament that align with
the church and other spiritual aspects found in the New Testament.

2. Ezekiel is no different.

I. The church as found in Revelation 
  A. The church is the bride of Christ

  1. The church is presented to Christ as a bride (Rev 21:2,9-10)
a. Paul tells us that only born-again Christians are in the church (Gal 3:26-27)

  2. Eph 5:25-27
a. Those in the church had requirements to meet.

i. Baptized believers
2. Continual obedience to God’s Word

III. Approaching God as found in Ezekiel 
A. The Temple allowed them to come near to God

1. Just as the church has entrance requirements, so did coming near to God. 
a. Man had to put away sin (Ezk 43:7-9)

2. Man must offer up spiritual sacrifices today comparable to the sacrifices made in the 
O.T. (Rom 12:1)

- Repentance when disobedient
- Loyalty to God and not idols
- Keeping His commands, etc

B. The Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy & the Church
1.  The point of what is being discussed in Ezekiel 47 is that God was going to 
establish a new spiritual realm.
2.   The spiritual requirements here remind us of the requirements related to 
entrance to the church (Eph 2:20-22). 
3.   The priests and the Levites are the holy nation of priests that Christians are, 
serving the Lord and offering up spiritual sacrifices (1 Pt 2:5,9). 
4.   The river represents the spiritual blessings that flow from His temple and 
benefit all who meet them (Ezk 47:1,8-9)

III. Lessons for Us Today 
A. The similarities to the church are seen throughout the Bible.

1. Requirements for various spiritual blessings are a constant find in God’s laws.
2. The Bible revealed in the old testament that spiritual blessings were only for the

faithful, in the new testament we find the same.
a. Spiritual blessings are only in Christ, whose body represents is also referred to as

the church (Eph 1:3; 22-23)



B. Approaching God was vital then, entrance to the church is vital equally important today.
1. Being able to approach God meant being able to offer sacrifices to God and that

you were following His Word.
2. Those who enter the body of Christ today, the church, offer sacrifices to God as

well, spiritual daily sacrifices (Rom 12:1)
a. Only those who are in the church are able to approach God today.

i. We do so in prayer and in our worship to God.

Application & Conclusion:
1.  Those in Ezekiel’s day wanted to be able to approach God.
2.  We should have the same desire today. 

a. We do not mean to imply some miraculous approach to God but approaching Him
through obedience and loyalty to Him that allows us to worship Him and bring our
prayers and pleas to Him.

3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9


