
 

The Lamb VS the Harlot 

Revelation 17:14 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show how the Lamb of God overcomes evil.  

 

Intro: 1. The Christian faces many hardships and persecutions but will not be victorious unless 

                   they do so with the help of Christ.  

  2. Revelation 17 reminds us of this fact.  

 

I.  The Text 

 A. Revelation 17:1-3 

  1.v.1-2-Jerusalem is the Harlot; her fornication is spiritual in nature. 

   a. The city of Tyre did the same (Isaiah 23:17), Jerusalem is pictured as “playing the 

                      harlot” and showering her “harlotries on any passerby” (Ezk 16:15).  

i. Usually, a harlot would be paid for her services, but Jerusalem paid her lovers 

(Ezk 16:31-34).  

2. v.3-The scarlet beast is the Sea-beast of chapter 13.  

a. Scarlet is the color of the second horse (6:3-4) and of the Dragon (12:3), and 

represents bloodshed and persecution.  

i. The “full of names of blasphemy” is a reference to all the things this “beast” did in 

contradiction to Christ & God.   

ii. The horns and heads will be explained in verses 10-11.  

 B. Revelation 17:4-6 

1. v.4 - The “purple” is symbolic of royal status, the “scarlet” indicates her harlotry and 

bloodthirstiness. The gold and jewels show her wealth and her golden cup overflows with 

evil.  

2. The picture of the Harlot drinking from a golden cup is based upon the event with 

Belshazzar (Dan 5:1-4).  

 a. While these events were taking place (with Belshazzar), the Medo-Persian army 

was bring the Babylonian empire to destruction.  

 b. Revelation shows Jerusalem in the same way.  

  i. Jerusalem was like a drunken harlot, defiling the temple of God which was 

               within her walls. Pretending to honor God, she dishonored him through her 

               many spiritual adulteries.  

2. v.5-Her children are harlots like her (Hosea 4:13).  

3. v.6-Jerusalem was guilty of the blood of all of God’s prophets, including the Son of 

God. This blood would be required of her (Mt 23:35-38).  

 C. Revelation 17:7-9 

  1. v.7-8-The “was, and is not; and is about to up out of the abyss” is a reference to the 

                constant rise and fall of Roman emperors who would persecute Christians.  

a. The beast would rise again and kill, but would ultimately be destroyed.  

2. v.9-Mountains often represent kings and kingdoms.  

 a. The harlot again is pointed out as not being the Beast, as she is seated on the beast.  

  i. The city of Rome, however, is a part of the Beast.  

  ii. The seven kings are kings of Rome.  



 

ii. In Revelation 17:16; we see that the beast hates the woman and makes her 

desolate. This desolation was prophesied by Daniel (Dan 9:26-27) and by 

Christ (Lk 21:20-24).  

D. Revelation 17:10-13 

 A. The “seven hills” or “mountains” are seven kings.  

  i. The ten horns are ten kings who receive royal power with the beast.  

ii. Many commentators provide a list of kings. While this can be done the main 

idea here is that there were many Roman emperors who would rise and fall and 

persecute Christians.  

  E. Revelation 17:14-16 

   A. v.14-The power of these Roman emperors would be directed against the Lamb, but 

                       He and his followers would conquer them, for He is King of kings.  

   B. v.15-The “waters” represent the multitudes of people inhabiting the earth.  

    i. This is the usual meaning of “many waters” and “seas” (17:1; 16:1; 13:1).  

    ii. The Harlot (17:1) is pictured as seated upon these “waters,” indicating her 

                             influence on the populations of the earth.  

   C. v.16- The Roman kings (the ten horns) and the empire (the Beast) turn against the 

                       Harlot and strip her, utterly destroying her.  

    i. They are represented as the Harlots former “lovers” who now find her useless or 

                           disgusting. 

  F. Revelation 17:17-18 

   A. v.17 – This destruction of Jerusalem, the Harlot, was in fulfillment of the will of 

                      God. Daniel spoke of it (Dan 9:27), Jesus prophesied it (Mt 24; Lk 19:41-44; 

                      21:20-24), and John describes it in Revelation.  

   B. v.18 – The woman is the great city, Jerusalem. 

    i. Her dominion over the kings of the earth was one of commerce rather than 

                           military might, as the power of a harlot over her lovers.  

 

II. The Lamb will have victory (Rev 17:14).  

A. The ungodly mind/spirit produces godless governments & false religions of all kinds.  

B. These “war against” the Lamb by: 

1. Killing the Lamb’s people (Acts 7:59-60; 9:4-5) 

2. Attempting to seduce the Lord’s people (Rev 13:7) 

C. The Lamb is Lord. 

1. “Lord” means ruler.  

2. The Lamb is Ruler over all lords.  

 

III. The Lamb’s people will overcome (Rev 17:14).  

A. The faithful understand the dangers of those who corrupt leaders and religions.  

(Rev 17:8) 

1. They know that God is in control & that God’s judgment is coming.  

B. Those who are “called”, the obedient, can overcome with the Lamb (Rev 17:14). 

1. We are called by the gospel, and by obedience to the gospel we are saved  

(2 Thess 2:14) 

    

IV. Lessons for us today. 



 

A.   Those in John’s day who were suffering because they were God’s people needed the 

encouragement of Rev 17 – the Lamb is the Lord – He is in control.  

 B. God’s people can overcome but only through Christ (Rev 17:14).   

 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. The Christian has always faced hardships.  

a. In Bible times and still today.  

2. We must never lose our faith and be determined to overcome persecutions and 

struggles that we no doubt will face in this life.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


