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By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show why restoration of the church is so important.  

 

Intro: 1. The final reason why I cannot join a denomination is because of the need for the 

                   restoration of the church.  

  2. If religious division is to end the church must be restored and denominationalism 

                   must come to an end.  

  3. Religious division in this lesson is used in the sense of denominationalism.   

 

I.  The Need for Restoration 

 A. Results of Religious Division 

  1.  Those who depart from truth and embrace teachings of man will only be separated 

                  from God (Isa 30:10).  

  2.   Those who follow traditions of men are turned from the truth of God’s Word  

                  (Titus 1:14-16) 

 B. Salvation is not found in denominationalism.  

  1. Why? Because denominationalism exists because of the doctrines of men. Therefore, 

                 salvation cannot be found there.  

  2.  Salvation is only found in Christ’s church and He only built one (Mt 16:18).  

 

II. Resistance to Restoration 

A. Tradition over the Word of God 

1. There are numerous reasons given for those who will not depart from 

denominationalism.  

2. The reasons come back to a few simple points. The elevating tradition over the Word 

of God.  

3. This has always been condemned (Mt 15:1-9).  

B. Emotionalism over God’s commands 

1. There are many phrases used when someone makes it clear they prefer emotionalism 

over the commands of God.  

2. Emotionalism is not a substitute for verifiable faith. 

a. Faith based on emotion may change from day to day. 

b. Faith based on God’s Word is based on truth and it does not change  

(1 Jn 5:13) 

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Why Restoration is important 

1.  Unless one is a part of the church we find in the Bible then salvation is not available to 

them.  

  2. That reason alone is why it is so important to restore the true church and not merely to 

                “reform” it.  

   a. We do not “reform” the church that Christ built, bleed for and died for, instead we 



 

                       are to honor it, be in it and restore it where is has deteriorated.   

 

 B. How Restoration can happen. 

  1. Restoration only happens we God’s Word is restored as the sole authority  

                  (Mark 1:22; 2 Tim 3:16-17).  

  2. Restoration will bring the unity that Christ desires & deserves (Jn 17:20-23) 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. As Christians we should pray for the church of the Bible to be restored.  

  2. If we are not a Christian we should desire to become a part of the church you can 

                  actually find and read about in the Bible.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


