
 

Our Plea Series 

Lesson 1 – Biblical Organization 

            Jeremiah 6:16 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show the importance of having Biblical Organization.  

 

Intro: 1. Our Plea is about returning to the Bible for all that we do. (Jer 6:16) 

  2. What are current errors in the organization of the church? 

  3.   What is biblical organization? 

 

I. What are some current errors in the organization of the church? 

 A.   Positions of authority that did not come from God.  

1.   A Hierarchy- a system or organization in which people or groups are ranked one 

      above the other according to status or authority. 

2. We see this in various denominations but none more prominent than the Roman 

Catholic Church.  

a. The Laity – the people 

b. Deacons – aid the priest for Mass 

c. Priests – service one “parish” 

d. Bishops – Preside over one diocese, many parishes 

e. Archbishops – server over several diocese 

f. Cardinals – 193 Worldwide, elect the Pope 

g. Pope – Bishop of Rome, head of the church, God on earth, etc 

h. And other denominations have their hierarchy as well (see charts) 

1. Baptist 

2. Methodist 

3. Assembly of God 

4. Presybertrian  

3. There are no scripture references for man-made positions of authority.  

 

II. What is biblical organization? 

 A.   Church autonomy  

1.   The church from its establishment was under no one’s authority except Christ’s. 

  2. No other congregation had authority or oversight over another.  

 B.   Leadership in the church 

1. Elders have the oversight of the local congregation of which they are members, but 

only that congregation. (Acts 20:28; 1 Pt 5:1-3) 

  2. Deacons serve the church as special servants, under the oversight of the Elders  

a. As defined by Strongs - one who executes the commands of another, esp. of a 

master, a servant, attendant, minister (1 Tim 3:8-13) 

  3. Saints – faithful members of the local congregation (Acts 2:41). 

  4. Preacher/Evangelist – hearld of God’s Word, not the pastor. (1 Cor 9:16) 

 C. Now, look at the simple plan of God for the organization of the church.  

    

 



 

 

 

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33). 

1.  The confusion in man-made Hierarchy can be clearly seen. 

  2. It should be obvious that the religious confusion is a result of man and not God.  

 B. All will be judged according to the paths laid out by Christ (Jn 12:48) 

  1. Since all will judged according to the N.T. law, we must organize congregations 

                   according to the law.  

  2. Only God’s organization is pleasing, practical and right.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Consider our plea today, that those who have departed from God’s path for the church 

will return to it.  

  2.  Only on God’s path can acceptance from God be found, and lead us to heaven.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


