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By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the sin of wicked nations and cities. 

Intro: 1.  In History we see entire nations and cities swept up in sin. 
2.  We see examples of this in Amos.

I.  Punishment of the nations bordering Judah & Israel (1:3-2:3)
1. Damascus – for their cruelty in war, 1:3-5

a. The threshed people like a farmer would thresh wheat
b. Their palaces would be destroyed and their protection “the gate bar” would be broken

2. Gaza of Philistia – slave traffic, 1:6-8
a. They sold people into slavery (v.6b)
b. God would bring punishment upon them for their sins (v.7-8).

3. Tyre – delivered up “brothers,”, 1:9-10
a. They forgot the attitude they should have towards brothers
b. They too were guilty of selling people into slavery

4. Edom – for implacable hatred for Israel, 1:11-12
a. The sin mentioned here is hatred, seemingly unending hatred
b. Judgment is coming because of this.

5. Ammon – intense and uncalled-for cruelty, 1:13-15
a. Their grotesque evil brings God’s unescapable wrath
b. The coming destruction is described as a fire that burns loudly like the shouts in battles

and intensity of a tornado (v.14).
6. Moab – vengeance even on a king’s carcass, 2:1-3

a. Their sin was burning the bones of a deceased king until they became lime.
b. Their punishment, a violent battle that will bring an end to all its princes.

II. Punishment of Judah & Israel
A. Judah’s punishment

1. Her sin was religious apostasy (2:4-5)
2. They rejected the law of Jehovah and turned to lies. 

B. Israel’s punishment (the theme of Amos’ prophecy, 2:6-16).
1. Sins of Israel: injustice and oppression, shameless immorality, contempt for the Lord

(v.6-8)
a. The sin of Israel was apostasy; they had went away into injustice, hardness of heart,

and immorality, with no feeling for the poor or regard for moral conduct.
b. They despise the poor, pervert the lives of humble people.

i. They show their immorality was on display by their idolatrous feasts and
worship where a man and his son would go in to the same religious prostitute. 

ii. They showed their further contempt for the law of God by keeping the
garments taken in pledge, which wre to be returned before night because they 
were the poor man’s covering (Deut 24:12-13).



2. Scornful contempt of the divine benefits bestowed (v.9-12)
a. v.9-11 - the various things God had done for them is seen as a reminder.
b. v. 12 – the people in returned rebelled and did not want any prophet to prophesy.

3. Inevitable consequences (v.13-16)
a. In the accusations against the nations they are pictured as cruel, barbarous, etc
b. Against Judah & Israel the accusations are civil, religious, and charges of

oppressions. 
c. God was “weighed down by them” (v.13) and they would not be able to fight back

or run away from the coming punishment (v.14-16)

III. Lessons for us today.
A. Great evil is punished the same as all sin.

1. Sin brings judgment, no matter how great or small the sin may be.
2. Man is reminded to treat his fellow man and God’s commands with respect.

B. Entire nations can be guilty of sin.
1. Entire nations can be swept up in sin, we have seen this throughout history.
2. Just as entire nations can be swept up in sin, the entire nation can also bear the price 

for the sins and errors of man.

Application & Conclusion:
1. All sin comes with a price, punishment from God.
2. Let us notice the errors of those from the past and learn from them.
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


