
1 Timothy – Lesson 5
1 Timothy 5:17-22
By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the teaching of Paul concerning widows and 
honor.

Intro: 1.  The Apostle Paul offers a lot of teaching and sound advice.
2.  The Christian would benefit greatly by listening to such teaching and advice.

I.  Treatment of the brethren & widows (1 Tim 5:1-16)
A. Exhort one another -v.1-2

1. These verses discuss how to treat members. 
a. While the KJV uses elder the exhortation in verse 1 is not concerning leaders but

older men in the congregation.
2. Any rebuking or correction should be done with love, this applies to members of all

ages. 
3. All age groups are to be treated with respect.

* Verses 3-16 discuses widows
B.  Real widows v.3

1. These are widows that are really in need.
2. The list of qualifications also support this view.

a. This involves respectful treatment and even financial support. (v.3)
C. Qualified widows v.4-15

1. (v.4,8) "Them" is the children and descendants. 
a. The first and natural obligation - we need to learn to practice piety in regard
to our own families (before calling the church for support).
b. This is the practice of religion. (James 1:27)
c. “Piety” includes love and duty, and kindness
d. So, one's family members are charged with seeing to their needs.
e. One is to “repay” their parents in such ways.
f. v.8 – Paul says those who fail to provide for their own is worse than a condemn

unbeliever. 
2. (v.5-6) describes a godly widow. 

a. True widows who are godly are worthy of support, the same is not said of those
who have turned to sin. 

3. Godliness among all, including widows is a command (v.7).
4. (v.9-15) – Commands and qualifications concerning widows

a. No one under the age of 60 is to be taken in as a widow by the church unless she
has been the wife of one man, this would imply having been faithful in marriage. 
(v.9)

b. (v.10) – Paul lists things that would indicate her faithfulness and services to the
Lord. 
i. Paul also includes that she must have raised up children.



c. (v.11-13) – these “widows” are not to be taken in. Paul list several concerns about 
young widows. 

i. Paul shows how some young widows lose their focus and may stray from the 
faith in various ways and for various reasons. 

d. (v.14-15) – Paul desires that young widows marry. This prevents certain desires 
that could be sinful. Paul’s command also shows that marriage after the passing of 
your spouse is not sinful, but here is encouraged, especially for young widows.

D. The church must not be burdened when family or others can help 
(v.16)
1. So, family members should do their duty, so the church will not be burdened.
2. When this is done, the church then can help others who are true widows. 

II. Elders are Worthy - 1 Tim 5:17-20
A. Elders worthy of honor (v.17-18)

1. Elders who labor faithfully in preaching and teaching are worthy of honor for both.
a. This obviously applies to those who do so with sound teaching from God’s Word.

2. Paul says that no one should hinder the teaching and proclamation of God’s Word. 
a. They are also worthy of their reward.
b. Reward here is often referred to as payment for their labor. Those who labor in

word and doctrine faithfully are deserving of such and we would do well not to 
murmur and complain about it. Paul here condemns such.

B. Elders are worthy of fairness (v.19)
1. An accusation against an elder was not to be accepted without witnesses.
2. This is a teaching of old that is still to be held to today (Deut 19:15)

C. Public sin requires public repentance (v.20-22)
1. Such sin brings blasphemy against the church.
2. David’s sin was public and God’s actions against him were public.

a. The purpose was not to be cruel, but so that others would see publicly that sin is a
serious matter.  (2 Sam 12:13-14)

i. We must do so today as well. Public sin requires public repentance. 

III. Words of caution & command (24-25; v.23)
A. Sometimes clear, sometimes unclear

(v.24-25)
1. Some men’s sins are clearly seen while others may be revealed later, the same can be 

said for the good deeds of men.
B. Medical command for Timothy (v.23)

1. Paul’s advice to timothy of for medical reasons.
2. It is also good to point out that Timothy had to be told by Paul to drink wine for his

stomach. 
a. It’s clear timothy did not partake of alcohol until Paul offered advice for his

stomach problems.



IV. Lessons for us today.
A.  Families have obligations to one another.

1.  Families should be our first care givers.
2. The church can support widows however the Apostle Paul has shown us who is to

receive such assistance. 
B. Treat brethren fairly and with love.

1. The Apostle makes it clear we are to love one another.
2. This includes not allowing one person with an accusation that may not be true to

slander another. 

Application & Conclusion:
1. Let us be those who are willing to help one another and show love for one another.
2. If we do not treat one another with respect or if we try to take advantage of the church

this will be seen by those who are on the outside as well. 
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


