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Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the action and inaction of Jonah.

Intro: 1. Has God given those who follow Him responsibilities?
2. What happens if man doesn’t follow through with his responsibilities?

I.  Command and Disobedience 
A.  The command (v.1-2)

1. It’s interesting to note the name of Jonah’s father – Amittai
a. His father’s name means “my truth”. 

2. This is what God would wanted Jonah to bring to Nineveh – truth. 
3. Nineveh was known for problems and it seems during Jonah’s time they were once

again struggling.
B.  Disobedience (v.3)

1. The command was to go to Nineveh but instead he wanted to leave them as they
were. 
a. Jonah ran from his responsibilities as a prophet, and he would pay the price.

2. Jonah would reveal he had hard feelings towards Nineveh and God would address
those later in the book.

II. Jonah’s confession & a plunge (v.4-16)
A. Jonah’s confession (v.4-10)

1. Its interesting to notice it took men who worshipped a false god to get a prophet of
God to the topside to confess who he really was.

2. When they cast lots, which was common the lot “just happened” to land on the name
Jonah.

3. Jonah’s confession came up to save others. 
4. Jonah KNEW he was in the wrong, He KNEW he had disobeyed God, but he got on

the boat anyway (v.10).
B. Jonah’s plunge (v.11-16)

1. Jonah told the men to cast him overboard, they would not, at first. 
2. The men rowed hard but nothing changed.
3. The men did not want to cast him overboard but in the end, it was the only way.

III. Lessons for us today.
A.  We cannot run from the responsibilities given to us by God (v.2-3)

1.  Jonah ran and God punished him.
2. Should we expect anything different today?

a. Judgment day is just that – a day of judgment, not on what man thinks is ok, or
right or acceptable.

b. It’s a day of judgment that is based on God’s standard not man’s.



B. Man’s command has always been to GO. 
1. Jonah’s command was the same Christ gave to the Apostles – GO.
2. Man is successful when we Go. 

a. Salvation and repentance remains with the individual not the messenger. 

Application & Conclusion:
1. Running from responsibilities is disobedience.
2. If we want to help others, we must remember the command that still stands today

 – GO.
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


