
 

 

Repentance & Bitterness 

Jonah Lesson 3 (Ch.3-4) 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from Jonah’s attitude toward Nineveh. 

 

Intro: 1. Throughout scripture we see mankind should rejoice over those who repent before 

God. 

  2.  Jonah’s attitude is quite the opposite, and we see God did not approve. 

 

I.  The Repentance of Nineveh 

   i. Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh 

 A. The Call, response, & message to Nineveh (3:1-4) 

1.  When Jonah is called the 2nd time to go to Nineveh he does so without delay. 

  2.  The portion of his message recorded for us is simple “Yet forty days and Nineveh will 

be overthrown!” 

   a. The meaning – you have 40 days to change before you are destroyed! 

 B.  Repentance & Jehovah’s mercy  

  1. The people of Nineveh believed the message and brought forth fruits worthy of 

repentance (3:5-9) 

  2. God, seeing their change, show mercy to Nineveh (3:10). 

 

II. The Bitterness of Jonah 

  i. A narrow minded prophet versus a merciful God 

 A. Jonah’s anger at Nineveh’s repentance (4:1-5) 

1. Many have tried to explain Jonah’s anger in 4:1, but how can we fully and correctly 

understand his attitude? (4:1) 

  2. It would seem Jonah’s did not believe Nineveh’s repentance was genuine (4:2-5) 

 B. The gourd vine and the worm (4:6-8) 

  1. God can clearly be seen as the one who shows mercy, where Jonah is seen as an angry 

and bitter person – we see in Jonah how fast attitudes can change.  

   i. In Jonah’s account we see God using several aspects of nature to teach lessons to 

Jonah, a reminder that He is Lord of all; all creation is at His disposal.  

 C. Jehovah’s rebuke and the lesson of the gourd vine (4:9-11) 

  1. We see Jonah show gratefulness for a plant but anger towards the sparing of a entire 

city. 

  2. As Homer Hailey points out – Man can complain over things that directly affects him 

but shows indifference or even anger over things of greater importance but does not 

affect him directly. 

 

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   God shows mercy to those who repent 

1.   The people heard, believed and repented (3:5) 

  2. God heard their prayer, believed their actions, and relented (3:10) 

 

 



 

 

 B. We should be hopeful for the change of heart of others (3:10-4:4) 

  1. Jonah shows an attitude that we should avoid, such an attitude requires repentance. 

  2. Jonah wasn’t just unbelieving of their repentance; he was angry because of it! 

  3.   God made it clear, Jonah had no right to be angry.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

  1. Do we desire men to repent? 

  2. While men may faulter at times, we ought to hope and pray for their hearts and actions 

to change.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


