
Taking Your Place
John 18:33-40

By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to remind us that Christ took our place on the cross and what the means for 
mankind. 

Intro: 1.  
2.  

I.  Ransom
A. 1 Timothy 2:5-6

1.  In order to understand these verses we must define ransom.
a. Ransom – “what is given in exchange for another as the price of his redemption”

2. Christ laid down His life for mankind (ransom) and paid the price of sin for all. 
(1 Tim 2:5-6)

B. Hebrews 10:1-12
1. The sins of men may have been forgiven in the old testament but the sacrifices and

blood had to continue to flow year after year. (Heb 10:1-9,11)
2. Thus, Christ had to come to save mankind. (Hebrews 10:10,12)

C.  Isaiah 53:5,11
1. What did Christ do for us (v.5)?

a. He endured these things for us.
i. wounded 
ii. bruised
iii. endured chastisements
iv. endured stripes (scourging)

2. What did these things accomplish for mankind (v.11)?
a. He justified many. 

II. Christ went to the cross for mankind. 
A. Christ was to die for all mankind (Jn 3:14-17)

1. Christ died in order to save man. Christ had no sin but bore the sins of man to save us
from eternal damnation.

2. The only hope man has is in Christ. However, even Christ cannot save man if it is not
man’s desire to be saved.
a. “should not perish”

B. John 18:39-40/Taking the place of the guilty
1. Christ took the place of the guilty and deserving Barabbas 

(Jn 18:39-40, Lk 23:13-25).
2. The innocent in the place of the guilty. 

a. In this moment one man was spared but in time – perhaps millions and millions

III. Lessons for us today.
A.  The price of sin has not changed. 

1.  The price of sin is discussed in the old & new testaments (Pro 10:16, Rom 6:23).



2. Sin must be dealt with (Pro 28:13).
B. Sin has a solution

1. Hebrews 10:14-18 – Christ is the solution (Heb 9:28)
2. Sin can only be solved with God’s solution.

Application & Conclusion:
1. We must walk in the light.
2. Those who walk in the light have the ability to have their sins forgiven when the fall

short (1 Jn 1:7).
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


