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Thesis:  I want to show the importance of following the true shepherd.

Intro: 1.
2.

I. Comparing the Shepherd
  A The robber and the shepherd compared (v.1-6)

1. In chapter 9 the pharisees suggest they are the only ones who can guide the people. 
2. Here such people are called robbers, they try to guide others to heaven by their man made 
traditions.  (v.1)
3. Christ says the one who enters by the door is the shepherd. (v.2-5) 
4. He is the shepherd and He will lead the sheep.

a. Why? Because they know His voice. They know who He is. 
b. The sheep do not follow the voices of strangers.

i. Wouldn’t it be nice if people would only listen to the voice of the shepherd today, 
man should only listen to one voice, the voice of the shepherd.

c. Yet, they did not understand Christ’s illustration, still a common problem today (v.6)
  B. The shepherd, thieves & hirelings compared (v.7-13)

1. Christ says He is not a thief like so many who have come before Him (v.7-8).
2. Christ comes to give life, not to take away life from man. (v.9-10a)

a. The thief only brings false hope and death, the steal the chance of eternal life from
people with lies and bring death to them because of their trust in the doctrines of men. 

3. Christ however came to bring life (v.10b)
4 The shepherd protects the sheep at all costs (v.11)
5. A hireling does not. (v.12-13)

a. The hireling is a coward.
b. The hireling takes the easy path, the path of least resistance.
c. The hireling does only what is necessary and nothing to protect those under his
protection. 

II. What the good Shepherd offers (v.14-21)
 A. Knowledge of knowing you are follow the true shepherd  (Jn 10:14-15)

1. We can know we follow the one true shepherd.
2. He is the only shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep. 

  B. Family of believers (Jn 10:16)
1. There were, and still are, those who may come to obey God.
2. Those that do will be added to the flock (singular)
3. They will have one shepherd (singular)



C.  We have a sacrificial shepherd (v.17-21)
1. Christ speaks of Him laying down His life freely for all mankind. (v.17-18)

a. This was a necessary action in order for man to have salvation.
2. The Jews however missed what Christ was talking about (v.19-20)

a. However notice what some said about this “madman” in verse 21.

III. Those not following the shepherd (v.22-30)
1. Christ reminds them He has spoken openly about being the Christ but they would not 

listen (v.22-25a)
a. He performed works verifying His word and who He is, but they did not want to 

see or hear (v.25b)
2. Many do not believe, because they are not actually seeking Christ, but their own way of
doing things (Jn 10:26-27).
3. Who do they follow (Jn 10:27)? Christ, not their traditions.
4. Christ says His sheep, He true followers, know Him and follow Him (v.27)
5. Christ speaks of eternal life the His sheep will have, that no one can forcibly take them

from Him and that He and His father are one, they have the same will, the same desire 
(v.28-30).

IV. Questions for us to answer today.
A.  Why did Christ speak at length about being the shepherd?

1.  The reason is because of people like the pharisees. 
2. Some did not believe and some refused to believe out of envy and arrogance.

B. Why did Christ speak about robbers and thieves?
1. Christ spoke about these individuals because He wants mankind to follow Him the

shepherd and not the voice of a “stranger” (v.5)
2. We cannot follow the shepherd if we are unaware of thieves, robbers and hirelings. 

Application & Conclusion:
1. What Christ (the Shepherd of the obedient) offers is something no one else can,

eternal life (Jn 10:27-28).
2.   Are you following the Shepherd of your soul (1 Pt 2:25)?
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


