
 

 

Changes of the Law 

Hebrews 7:11-12 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show the change from the Old law to the New.  

 

Intro: 1. Why discuss the changes in the law? 

  2. Is salvation for the Christian found in the old law? Is Christ’s pattern for worship 

                  found in the old law?  

  3.  The questions could be endless thus we will examine the change of the law as found 

                   in Hebrews.  

 

I.  The  Priesthood has changed 

 A.  There has been a changed in the sacrifice 

  1. The priest is one who stands between man and God. One through whom man has 

                access to God.   

  2.   The High priest must offer sacrifices (Heb 8:3).  

  3.    Under Moses’ law the High priest offered sacrifice for himself, and for the sins of 

                   the people (Heb 7:27) 

  4.   Christ’s sacrifice was a “once for all” sacrifice (Heb 9:28).  

 B. There has been a changed in the sanctuary (Heb 9:1-8)  

  1. The old covenant provided for a tabernacle, (later, a temple), with a holy place and a 

                most holy place (Heb 9:1-5).  

  2. The compartments indicated the inadequacy of the law.  

   a. The common people could not enter the Holy place.  

   b. The High Priest could not enter the Most Holy place but once a year (Heb 9:7).  

  3. Christ is a High Priest over a heavenly sanctuary, (Heb 9:11), and not a “worldly 

                sanctuary.” (Heb 9:1).  

 C. There has been a changed in the service of the High Priest (Heb 9:11-12) 

  1.  Levitical priests offered sacrifice for their own sins, and for the sins of the people 

                 (Heb 9:7).  

  2. Christ lives to make intercession for us (Heb 7:25).  

 

II. The Law has been changed (Heb 7:12) 

A. The Law is called:  

1. “Moses’ law.” (Heb 10:28) 

2. “Law of Moses” (Lk 2:22) 

3. “Law of the Lord” (Lk 2:23) 

4. “Law of Moses…Law of God.” (Neh 8:1-8).  

B. The old law came to an end. 

1. The old law (Law of Moses) was nailed to the cross (Col 2:14).  

2. The law God gave to Moses (Jn 1:17), has been changed (Heb 7:12).  

 

III. The Covenant has been changed (Heb 8:7-13) 

A. Jeremiah has foretold that a changed would be made in the covenant (Jer 31).  



 

 

B. The law, or covenant that God made with Israel at Mt.Sinai, (Deut 5:1ff), did not affect 

the promise that God had made (Gal 3:16-19).  

C. This will, or covenant, was to be effective and binding until Christ came to make a “new 

covenant.” (Gal 3:19). 

D. The new covenant would not be like the one God made with Israel (Heb 8:9).  

1. Men would be taught prior to covenant relationship with God (Heb 8:11).  

2. Forgiveness of sin would be absolute (Heb 8:12; cf 10:1-4).  

 

IV. The Testament has been changed. 

A. The first testament (law) was dedicated by the blood of animals (Heb 9:18-19) 

B. The New Testament was brought into force by the death of Christ (Heb 9:15; Mt 26:28).  

1. A testament (will) is of force after the death of the testator (Heb 9:16-17).  

2. The testament is made by the testator (Heb 9:16).  

3. Christ is the testator, His death the binding force of a New Testament.  

C. God’s blessings are made available to men now through a new testament (Heb 10:9-10).  

    

V. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   People today are under law to Christ. 

1. Heb 10:9-10, Heb 8:13    

2. Both the priesthood and the law have changed.  

 B. What the New Law means to us today.  

  1. We look to the New Testament for the plan of Salvation. 

  2. We look to the New Testament for the pattern of worship. 

  3.   Our lives are directed according to the new law (James 1:25).  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Failure to recognize the important changes that God has made leads to religious 

confusion and keeps men from obeying the author of salvation (Heb 5:8-9).  

  2. Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


