
 

 

Hardened Unbelievers 
Hebrews 3:12-15 
By Russell Earl 

 
Thesis:  I want to show the dangers of become a hardened unbeliever. 
 
Intro: 1. It does not take much to become an unbeliever or unfaithful person. 
  2. Those who become hardened unbelievers however are those who are not interested in 
                   returning to God.  
  3.  Today we will look at some reasons why some become hardened unbelievers and 
                   unfaithful.  
 
I.  Why do men depart from God? 
 A. Because of unbelief men depart from God (v.12a) 
  1.  The children of Israel did not enter Canaan because of unbelief (Heb 3:18-19) 
   a. The people lacked confidence in God’s ability to fulfill His promises 

   (Num 14:20-39, they did not believe they could take the land.) 
  2.   Faith is under attack now.  
   a. Atheism and Liberalism continue to separate man from God  

(Psalm 14:1, Deut 5:32).  
 B. Lack of daily encouragement can cause men to depart from God (Heb 3:13).  
  1. It is always possible to become discouraged when one is trying to live faithfully 

  (Heb 10:35-36) 
  2. Worship is a great time for encouragement (Col 3:16) 
 C. The Deceitfulness of Sin can cause one to depart from God (Heb 3:13).  
  1. The lusts of sin are deceiving (Eph 4:22).  
  2. The pleasures of sin are only temporary, but the punishment for them are eternal  

   (Heb 11:24-25) 
 
II. Indications of a heart of Unbelief  

A. Neglecting salvation (Heb 2:1-4) 
1. “Neglect” means lack of concern, and is displayed by indifference.  
2. Indifference shows a lack of faith.  
3. Neglect of salvation sometimes begins with being absent (Heb 10:24-25).  

B. Neglect of the scriptures. 
1. Disagreement with the scriptures is the one of many steps found on the road to 

apostasy.  
2. We need to be those with honest hearts who realize when their desires or ideas are in 

contradiction to the word of God, then they must change. No amount of attempts at 
justification will change what God has said. His Word is final, not mans.  

    
III. Lessons for us today. 
 A.   Apostasy is real.  

1.   Sometimes we act as if we have never seen apostasy in our brethren.  
  2. We must realize that anyone who does not repent of sin, including the departure from 
                  following the scriptures, are in Apostasy.  



 

 

a. No amount of justification changes that fact (Gal 1:6-10). 
 

 B. We must not be those who become hardened unbelievers.  
  1. Hardened individuals indicate they have no desire to return to the right way. 
  2. We must be those who truly believe in God and follow Him, as He is the only one 
                   able to save our souls (Heb 10:39).  
 
Application & Conclusion:  

1. Are you on the path to become a hardened unbeliever? 
  2. If so, are you willing to repent? 
  3.  Full Invitation 
 
Non-Christians must: 
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 
Repent –Luke 13:2-3 
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 
 
Christians must: 
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


