
 

 

When God is Second 

Haggai – Lesson 1 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the mistakes of the people in Haggai’s time.  

 

Intro: 1.  Have you ever lost sight of what is important in life? 

  2.  Can you say that you have never put things before God? 

  3.    In the time of Haggai we see people who did these things and what we can learn 

from them.  

 

I.  Time for Repentance (v.1-11) 

 A.  The problem (v.1-4) 

1. The Temple has not yet been rebuilt, God calls them out for it. 

 a. The people say its not time(v.2), God says it IS time. 

  2. The people built their own homes while the temple had not yet been rebuilt.  

  3. They were comfortable and it would seem forgot about God. 

   a. Num 9:13 – getting comfortable or busy with other affairs is not an excuse for 

disobedience.  

 B.  Struggling because of sin (v.5-11) 

  1. They were to consider their actions. God was not first! (v.5) 

   a. He was secondary. They were preoccupied with harvesting, etc 

  2. They were in need because they did not put God first (v.6-7,9-11) 

   a. The people had homes and postponed building the Fathers house (v.9b). 

   b. They had the power and ability to build the temple but had not done so (Pro 3:27). 

  3. The solution? “Go up to the mountain” (v.8) 

 

II. Time to build (v.12-15) 

 A. Fear brought obedience (v.12) 

  1. The people feared God because they were in sin until the repented.  

  2. The people knew the power of God. 

  3. The people also knew they had no reason to delay building the temple. 

   a. Ezra 7:23 – No one is to delay in obeying God, nothing good comes from delay. 

 B. The work begins (v.13-15) 

  1. The people were stirred up to work. 

  2. It would seem 23 days after the Lord spoke to Haggai the work on the temple began. 

 

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   When God is not first, He is last. 

1. God was not a priority to these people. 

  2. God’s response was powerful. 

   a. There basic needs suffered because of their failure to put Him first (v.9-11) 

  3. When we forget God, all our works deserve to fail, and we do deserve to suffer for 

forgetting God.  

 



 

 

 

 

 B. The repentant Christian must rebuild. 

  1. We must rebuild by repenting of sins and dedicating our selves to serve God faithfully.  

   a. We will not be sinlessly perfect, but we can be blameless by correcting ourselves 

when we fail.  

  2. The people’s repentance required them to begin rebuilding the temple.  

   a. Repentance will not impact us until we make changes in our lives, we repent for 

our sins and make changes to prevent them in the future.  

   b. In this way we are always rebuilding areas in our lives.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. We can never allow ourselves to be so absorbed by this world that God is no longer 

the most important part of our lives.  

a. Rest assured – God knows His position with us before anyone else 

  2. Let us be those who keep God in the proper place, in the front of our lives.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


