
Habakkuk – Lesson 3
Habakkuk Chapter 3

By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show how its encouraging to think back about the amazing things God has 
done for the faithful and how he has dealt with the wicked.

Intro: 1.  Habakkuk finishes by including a psalm like poem.

I.  Request for Action & Mercy (v.1-2)
A. The prophet prays (v.1)

1. This is a prayer of Habakkuk the prophet.
2. “Upon Shigionoth” seems to mean upon those who have erred.

a. Compare the title of Psalm 7 (Prayer and Praise for Deliverance from Enemies)
3. This is written in the form or style of a Psalm

B.  Asking God to continue His works, to bring wrath and mercy (v.2)
1. His request to revive his works might indicate his fear at what might lie in store for a
people who have gone so far away from the teachings and leadership of the LORD.
2. In the midst of making known what he wills, he prays for mercy for the souls of those
who return to him in faithfulness.

II. Praise for the times of salvation in the past (v.3-7,8-15)
A. His mighty works in the past (v.3-7)

1. God’s power and beauty is sin (v.3-4)
2. His power to punish the wicked is seen (v.5-7)

B. Bringing both judgment to the wicked and salvation to His people (v.8-15)
1. By following the LORD, as the people did in their escape from Egypt, we come out

successful, or winners.(v.8)
a. Riding on the horses and in the chariots, following the LORD, resulted in salvation

2. (v.10-11) - All of this is poetic language, or figures, showing the power of God, and 
the reaction to it by the people and the world. (This shows the ease with which the 
elements of the world bow when confronted by the power of the God who made them.)
3. God trampled wicked nations and saved His people (v.12-15, 13)

III. Profession of Faith (v.16-19)
A. He trembled at what he has heard, that he will have rest in the day of trouble (v.16)

1. When Habakkuk heard he had several reactions:
a. His body trembled pounded
b. His lips quivered at the voice (sound).
c. Rottenness (decay) entered into his bones.
d. He trembled (probably beginning with his legs).

2. Habakkuk now returns to his main point, that Nebuchadnezzar will come and take the
                people of Judah captive.

a. The day of trouble is when that nation (Babylon) decides to invade us.



B. He expresses his faith, that while trouble may come he will rejoice in the Lord who
          will be his strength (v.17-19).

1. Though difficult times may come he will rejoice in the Lord, no doubt rejoice for the
spiritual blessings from God (v.17-18)

2. (v.19) - Here is the reason Habakkuk is rejoicing:
a. He recognizes that the LORD God is his strength.
b. He will make his feet like hinds’ feet. (Like the feet of a deer.) cf. Psalm 18:33,34
c. He will make me to walk upon mine high places (or to the heights).

IV. Lessons for us today.
A. We can be encouraged by reflecting on the numerous times God has answered our

prayers
1.  When we think to pray we would be encouraged to remember all the times God has 

granted our pleas. 
2. We should be encouraged when we consider all that God has done for us. 

B. Our faithfulness or lack thereof determines which side of God we will be found.
1. As seen in Habakkuk God punishes and saves. He redeems and casts down. 
2.  Our decisions decide which side of God we see. 

Application & Conclusion:
1.  God is always aligned with the faithful. 
2.  Let us never forget all that God has down for those who faithfully serve Him. 
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


