
 

Friendship Effect #3 

Effects of a friendship with Christ on church leaders 

1 Sam 13:14a 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show the effects of having a friendship with Christ on church leaders. 

 

Intro: 1. By being a friend a Christ our life changes. 

  2. How does being a faithful friend of Christ affect church leaders? 

  3. Does it affect their judgment and teachings? 

 

I. What such church leaders teach and affirm. 

 A. Church leaders who are friends of Christ teach the faithful word (Titus 1:9). 

1. When a faithful friend of Christ takes a position of authority in the church what he 

teaches becomes even more important. When a person teaches, what they believe also 

comes out. Thus, those who are friends of Christ will reveal such by “holding fast the 

faithful word” (Titus 1:9). 

2. While this person may have been appointed to be a leader that doesn’t mean everyone 

agrees with what he teaches.  

3. A faithful friend of Christ will not avoid topics or sections of scripture to avoid 

conflict. Instead, such a person will be patient when teaching but not untruthful 

     (1 Peter 4:11a, Acts 20:27). 

 B.   A church leader who is a friend of Christ will affirm things…(Jn 7:16). 

1.   Such a leader will affirm(agree with) what the Bible teaches on controversial topics.  

2.   Have you ever considered the term “controversial”; dictionary.com defines the word 

                  this way: dispute, argument, or debate, esp one concerning a matter about which 

                 there is strong disagreement and esp one carried on in public or in the press. 

3. If someone disagrees with an idea that idea becomes “controversial”. In the Bible when 

                someone disagreed with God and His commands or laws did that law become 

                controversial? No, God still carried out His laws despite others not agreeing with them. 

                Often times this is not the case today, if something is “controversial” to some, leaders 

                who are unfriendly to Christ will abandon them (Isa 30:10). 

  4.  A church leader will carry out God’s laws also, many times by teaching them. If 

                 something becomes controversial it doesn’t mean it has become wrong it simply 

                 means some disagree. 

 

II. To what do such church leaders stand opposed? 

 A.   Friends of Christ will stand opposed to any false idea (2 Pt 2:1). 

  1.   Friends of Christ will oppose those who seek to change the church. 

 2.   Many seek to change the church into something it was never meant to be (social club 

                  setting, etc – Rom 1:22-23). They changed WHAT they worshipped, today many 

                  what to change HOW we worship. 

 B. Friends of Christ will not condone error 

  1. Friends of Christ will condemn error even when it hits close to them. 

2. Friends of Christ will not show partiality, they will not pervert righteousness 

      (Deut 16:19). 



 

 

 

 

III. What are the effects of such a person being a leader in the church? 

 A.   A leader who is friendly to Christ must exhort others to follow Christ faithfully. 

  1.   Friends of Christ will encourage and help others to be faithful to Him 

      (1 Thess 5:14, Heb 3:13). 

2. Friends of Christ (leaders) will be able to show others by their example how to live 

godly (Phil 3:17). 

 B. Friends of Christ who are leaders have to bear a heavy load (James 3:1). 

  1. Leaders have the task of being the leaders God wants and needs them to be  

(Acts 6:3a, Isa 6:8). 

2. If you think you’re a leader in the church, you must act like it. You cannot give 

excuses and expect God to be pleased and you simply delegate tasks to others. If you 

are a leader than you should help lead the flock.  

- a person standing with leaders who simply states what he thinks should be done 

without stepping up to help is only a follower who is in the wrong meeting 

(Mt 8:21-22). 

 

 

Conc: 1. A faithful friend of Christ who is a church leader is a person who leads as directed by 

                  the Word of God. 

  2. Pressures from the others can change many people in positions of authority but it 

                  shouldn’t change God’s leaders. 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 


