
The Ancient of Days
Daniel 7

By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show what lessons we can still learn today from this chapter.

An introduction to chapters 7 - 12: 
1. There are four apocalyptic visions in these last six chapters which are complementary to the 
coming of the kingdom of God as developed in chapter two. 
2. There are four empires represented, as in chapter two. 
3. It is during this fourth kingdom that the kingdom of the Lord is established.
4. Chapters 7 and following begin the second section of Daniel, a section of visions. 

I.  What Daniel sees (v.1-14)
A. The lionlike beast (v.1-4)

1.  v.1 – it is not just a dream, but a revelation. 
2.  v.2 – the four winds seems to be figurative language showing the riotous condition of

the nations in which God has moved. 
It seems that “the great sea” is best understood as figurative for the sea of nations as
we see how they are described in the following verses. 
v.3 – the four great beasts symbolize the four great kings as we see later in 

verse 17 & 23. 
i. we will see how these beasts represent the same four kingdoms as 

mentioned in the image of chapter 2. 
v. 4 – The lion hade its wings removed, this shows it’s power to fly was taken away,

but it was not destroyed. 
i. The standing upon the feet as a man and being given a man’s heart many

believe refers to the taming of Nebuchadnezzar. He once lived like a beast 
until God restored him, as a result he was a changed person.

B. A bearlike beast (v.5)
1. Many believe this fits the army of the Persians the best. 
2. They were very powerful. 
3. The army of the Persians destroyed many under the direction of Xerxes. 
4. The three ribs many believe represents the nations which the Persians destroyed or

devoured. 
C. A leopardlike beast (v.6)

1. This beast is commonly applied to Alexander the great and Greece.
i. The four heads may fit the four divisions of his kingdom after his death. 

D. A 10-horned beast (v.7-8)
1.The fourth beast with its strength represents the Roman empire. (v.7)

i. Just as in Revelation 13, this beast cannot be any kingdom other than Rome. 
ii. The ten horns represent 10 kings in this the fourth kingdom (v.24)

a. Nothing here or later in this chapter offers any support for reviving a Roman
empire as the Dispensationalists teach. 



2. Again from verses 23-24 we see that these horns represent 10 kings. (v.8)
a. Following Julius the 10 kings are: Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, 

Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian, & Titus. 
b. Horns were commonly used as a symbol of strength and power. 

3. It fits that Domitian, 81-96 A.D., was the “another king,” the little horn. 
a. In his arrogance he claimed to be God.

i. He persecuted the people and was viewed as a braggart. 
ii. Some believe he was more brutal than any before him.

E. The Ancient One (v.9-12)
1. Here Daniel describes the judgment that God himself (the Ancient of Days) will bring

on the Roman Empire and Domitian. (v.9)
i. “wheels a burning fire” – is viewed by some as another figure for the 

judgment of
God.

2. The empire is judged according to God’s commands and their failure to keep them
(v.10).

3. It is at this point (v.11)  that all the empires are destroyed, including the Roman
Empire. 

4. The first three beasts (kingdoms) were allowed to continue but only for a time (v.12)
i. By the end of the vision all four kingdoms had fallen.

F. The man (v.13-14)
1. Notice the description is different from the “ancient of days” (v.9,13)

a. The description of the one “like the Son of Man” is Jesus. 
b. It is Christ who is given all authority (v.14). 

II. The interpretation (v.15-28)
A. Daniel asks for the interpretation (v.15-16)

1. Daniel is still troubled by all of this. 
i. He did not have the viewpoint that we are privileged to have today.

2. Daniel is granted his request in the following verses the interpretation is given (v.16).
B. The interpretation (v.17-27)

1. The kings are revealed (v.17)
a. The kingdom that the saints are to possess is to be forever (v.18)
b. This is the kingdom that would be established during the fourth kingdom, the
Roman Kingdom (Dan 2:44)

2. The fourth beast is discussed (v.19-22)
a. (v.19-20) – Daniel was most interested in the 4th kingdom. 

i. It was different from all the others. 
ii. It’s description teeth of iron, etc was an indication of its power and ability to

conquer the remaining nations that existed during that time. 
b. (v.21-22) – Here and in revelation it is called a war, it seems clear that this

description best fits Domitian, it fits the terrible persecution like that mentioned in
Revelation that came against the faithful. 

c. (v.23-25) – The 4th kingdom was extremely powerful. (v.23)
i. The horns (the ten kings in this fourth kingdom) shall rise. 



ii. But there is one that is worse than them all. 
iii. The latter part of this verse shows that this king conquered three 

other kings. (v.24)
iv. This king did not think twice to blaspheme God.  (v.25)

a. The Roman empire through Domitian, persecuted the church in
an incredible and terrible fashion. 

b. It would seem he thought he had power to make changes in 
times, and in the law. 

c. “Time and times and half a time” This is an incomplete period 
of time. 

d. The KJV includes the phrase “and the dividing of time” and 
again shows this to be a indefinite, limited time. 

d. (v.26-27) – The final judgment of the little horn. His power is taken away and he 
is destroyed.
i. No one can become so powerful that he cannot fall, God once again 

shows He is in control. 
ii. (v.27) – This kingdom is the eternal kingdom. 

a. This kingdom is for all people to serve and obey Him. This kingdom is 
universal.  

C. Daniels reaction (v.28)
1. It seems Daniel could still have questions, but kept them to himself. 

i. Possibly because he knew and trusted God. 
2. This verse tells us however his thoughts troubled him

III. Lessons for Us Today 
A. God can humble the worst.

1. Just in the book of Daniel we have already seen God humble those who are wicked. 
i. In Daniel we seem Him humble those who have similar traits – wickedness and

arrogance. 
2. Seeing that God humbles such people, what type of persons are we to be? (2 Pt 3:11)

B. Trust God
1. Daniel it seems did not understand everything, nor does it appear he had too. (v.28)
2. Daniel trusted God.

Application & Conclusion:
1. What are we to do in times of trials and uncertainty?
2. What did Daniel do? 

a. He sought answers from God.
b. Even if he didn’t understand everything he still trusted God.

3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9



Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9


