
From King to Beast and Back Again
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Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s beastly 
experience. 

Intro: 1.  
2.  

I.  The Dream & The Interpretation (v.1-27)
A. The Dream

1. This is the 2nd dream concerning Nebuchadnezzar.
2. Again, this dream troubled him (Dan 4:5).
3. Again, he calls the wrong people first (Dan 4:6-8a)
4.   The dream is revealed (v.9-18)

B.  The Interpretation (v.19-24)
1. May the dream not come upon you but your enemies was the first warning (v.19)
2. Babylon will fall (v.20-24)

C. The warning (v.25-27)
1. You will be driven to be like a wild beast to ensure you know who rules over the earth

(v.25)
2. His kingdom would be given back to him once who realized who ruled the world 
(v.26).

3. In order for this to happen, he would have to leave sin behind and perhaps his time
would be lengthened (v.27)

II. From King to Beast & Back Again
A. From King to Beast (v.28-33)

1.The king’s boasting was short-lived (v.28-31).
2. He was driven to the field to live like the oxen. (v.32-33)

a. His body grew beastly while in the field (v.33b)
B. Back again (v.34-37)

1. At the end of the time, his understanding returned and he praised God (v.34-36a)
2. His kingdom was returned to him. (v.36b-37)

III. Lessons for us today.
A.  The Most High Rules 

1.  Great wealth and power are nothing that God cannot take away (v.30-31a)
2. No man is too great, no kingdom too large for God to exercise His power of it all 

(v.31-33a)
B. God does give empty warnings (v.28-31)

1. The king was warned but he ignored the warning.
2. God punished him for his wicked ways, just as He promised.



Application & Conclusion:
1. We would do well to remember the warnings of God concerning sin and punishment.
2.  Sin has a price but it also has a solution. 
3.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


