
Answers for a nightmare.
Daniel 2:1-3

By Russell Earl

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from Daniel and the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.

Intro: 1.  There is more to learn from Daniel 2 than the 5 major empires.
2.  Nebuchadnezzar himself would learn a few things from these events. 

I.  A vision, fear, and a demand (v.1-13) 
A. The vision (v.1-3)

1.  These dreams were so intense that it scared the king, a grown man, was kept awake by
these dreams. (v.1)

2.  The king wanted to know the dream so he called for the same people he usually called
(v.2-3)

B.  The fear and a demand (v.4-13)
1. Instead of telling them the dream, they were to tell him what his dream was and its

interpretation (v.4-7).
a. If they failed they would die (v.5)
b. If they succeeded they would be greatly rewarded (v.6).

2. The king was not going to give them time to “make something up” (v.8-9)
3. These “wise men” said it was impossible causing the King to put to death all the wise

men of Babylon (v.10-13)

II. Daniel, the dream and its interpretation (v.14-49)
A. God reveals the dream to Daniel (v.14-23)

1. Daniel requests to help provided that He is given time to do so (v.14-16)
a. The time was for the purpose of going to God for the answer.

2. Daniel and his friends petition God and God provides the dream and its interpretation
to Daniel (v.17-23)

B. Daniel reveals to the King how he knows the dream (v.24-30)
1. Daniel says there is no need to kill the wise men of Babylon because he is able to tell

the dream and its interpretation (v.24-25)
2. Daniel says only He can tell the dream because of God (v.26-28)

C. The dream and interpretation (v.29-45)
1. The dream (v.29-35)
2. The Interpretation (v.36-45)

a. Nebuchadnezzar is the head of Gold (v.36-38)
b. The kingdoms after Nebuchadnezzar are described (v.39-45)



i. There were five major world empires that followed one another after the
Israelites inherited the land of Canaan: the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 
the Medes and Persians, the Greeks and the Romans. 
i. However, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream only showed four because the   

Assyrian empire had passed out of existence before he had his dream.  
1a. - Assyrians
1. Babylon
2. It was represented by the breast and arms of silver. The Medo-Persian 

empire lasted until the takeover by Alexander the great in about 331 B.C.
3. Greece 
4. Rome is described as iron mixed with clay.

a. One element strong, the other brittle.

c. The “latter days” is a reference to what we might call “the gospel age”.
d. The promise was that in the days of the fourth world empire – the fourth 

from the Babylonian with Nebuchadnezzar as its head – the God of heaven 
would set up a kingdom that would never be destroyed. 
i. This prophecy was fulfilled when the church was established on the day of 
Pentecost during the days of the Roman empire (Acts 2).

D. Nebuchadnezzar’s response (v.46-49)
1. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the one true God (v.46-47)
2. The king rewards Daniel (v.48)

a. Daniel appoints his three friends to be over Babylon (v.49)

III. Lessons for us today.
A. The wicked offer little aide (v.10-11,27)

1.  The men whom the king first asked to tell the dream and its interpretation were 
unable to do so (v.10-11)

a. They said it was difficult, really it would be impossible for them (v.27).
2. This should remind us that it is vital that we go to the right source, God, for help.

a. Man is extremely limited God is not. 
b. Man can provide poor advice, God does not.

B. God answers prayers (v.17-19, 27-28)
1. Daniel goes to his friends and together they prayed to God for answers.
2. After God answers their prayers Daniel gives thanks to God (v.17-19ff)
3.   Daniel tells the king only the God of Heaven could provide the dream and its

interpretation, and He has done so for Daniel (v.27-28)

Application & Conclusion:
1. Let us not make the mistake of the King and put our hope in the answers of wicked 

and worldly people.
2. God provides true answers so let our hope and trust be in Him.
3.  Full Invitation



Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


