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Thesis:  I want to show some basic lessons we can learn from Daniel 11 & 12. 

I.  The wars between the kings of Egypt (Ptolemies), and Syria (Seleucids) are depicted (Ch.11)
A. The Persian & Greece Conflict (11:1-4)

1. Various leaders are described in this section.
i.  From this point we begin to discuss some of the details of what is going to 
happen, beginning with Cyrus, and going forward into the Roman Empire.
ii. The three kings are Cyrus, Cambyses, and Darius.
iii. The fourth is Xerxes.

a. We know Xerxes was rich, and became very strong through his riches.
b. At one time he is said to have had an army so strong that he used three 
million men in one campaign.
c. Xerxes was assassinated is 465 B.C. 

- (This is the Xerxes of Esther -Esther 1:1)
iv. For a time Xerxes carried on some successful campaigns against Greece.

2. Alexander the Great seems to be the might King of verse 2
B.  The Conflict Between Egypt (the South) and Syria (the North) -11:5-20

1. The king of the south is Ptolemy of Egypt -v.5
2. For eleven years Antiochus II engaged in war with Ptolemy II, after which Ptolemy

Gave his daughter, Berenice, to Antiochus. This arrangement terminated the wars.
3. He was later poisoned by Laodice, his wife he left for Ptolemy’s daughter.

a. She (Laodice) also killed Ptolemy’s daughter (Berenice) and her child.
b. “And they that brought her” means many of Berenice’s women attendants

were killed. (v.6)
3. The South will rise in wrath (v.7-8)

1. Laodice’s son, Seleucus II, was put on the throne.
2. Seleucus Callinicus died in exile by a fall from his horse.
3. Ptolemy Euergetes survived him about five years.

4. This was a war between Egypt and the territory of Seleucus II.- Dan 11:9-10
5. The "king of the South" responds (11:11-13)
6. Others will contribute to the war against the South - Dan 11:14
7. The "king of the North" shall prevail against the South, but then fall 

- Dan 11:15-19
C. The rise and fall of a vile king from the North (11:21-45)

1. He shall take the kingdom peaceably, but with intrigue - Dan 11:21-24
2. He will provoke the "king of the South" - Dan 11:25-28
3. Antiochus Epiphanes again will head toward the South  - Dan 11:29-30a
4. Frustrated, he will take out his rage against "the holy covenant" - Dan 11:30b-32a
5. Those who know God will resist him valiantly…

a. they shall be strong - Dan 11:32b-33a
b. when they fall, they shall receive aid - Dan 11:33b-34
c. when those of understanding fall, it will be to refine them - Dan 11:35



D. The Romans (Daniel 11:36-45)
1. The Blasphemy of the King

a. He shall magnify himself above every god - Dan 11:36-37
b. He shall honor a god of fortresses - Dan 11:38-39

2. The Conquest and End of this King
a. The king of the South (Egypt) shall attack him - Dan 11:40
b. The king of the North (Antiochus Epiphanes) will respond and

         overwhelm the countries - Dan 11:40-43
c. He shall come to his end - Dan 11:44-45

II. Continuation of the events in chapter eleven, and the end of the Jewish economy, and the
rule of Rome (Ch.12).
A.  The ultimate victory of Daniel's people (12:1-3)

1. To occur "at that time" - Dan 12:1
a. The key to understanding this chapter is the expression “at that 

time.” 
b. It is clear that this is a continuation of the events of chapter 11, 
which ended with the end of the rule of Antiochus. 
c. “At that time” means then, when Antiochus comes to an end. 
i. Daniel 12:2: It is important to understand that this verse must not be taken out of

context. It is not referring to the resurrection at the last day.
Whatever this refers to must be “at that time” mentioned in verse one. Again, cf. 

ii. Daniel 12:3: These are the ones who become Christians, and teach others to turn to
righteousness. No greater nor brighter work could ever be done, and one of the 
reasons is the eternal result or consequences. 
- During time of uncertainty evangelism is STILL encouraged.

B.  Final instructions and answers given to Daniel (12:4-13)
1. Shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end - Dan 12:4

i. The vision is complete.
The book is to be preserved throughout the fulfilling of these 
prophecies.
Knowledge is increased when these prophecies are fulfilled, and 
people understand the prophecies. For example, when the veil is 
removed. 

2.  Two final questions answered.
a. One question overheard by Daniel - Dan 12:5-7

i. v. 5-6 - One of these “men” asks the one who delivered the 
vision the

question.
ii. v.7 – The answer, stated as an indefinite future time from the 
standpoint of Daniel, is to be found in the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 
All things shall be finished when the power of Jewish people shall 
be broken. The Romans will be the instrument accomplishing 
this. 



1. The things will be finished within a time, times, and a half, which 
means an indefinite period of time. We now know literally when this 
time was. This reference includes the end of the Jewish economy at the destruction of 
Jerusalem.

2. The question asked by Daniel - Dan 12:8-13

a. Even Daniel did not understand how long this time, times, and an half 
was. (v.8)

b. For now, as in verse 4, the words are closed up and sealed.
This was a signal to Daniel not to ask any more questions 
about this. (v.9)

c. The righteous are purified, white, and refined, and 
understand. The wicked practice their wickedness, and 
have no understanding. (v.10)

d. This means that the sacrifices will come to an end. The 
1290 days is an indefinite time period. (v.11)

e. For those who wait patiently there is great blessing. (v.12)

f. Even though Daniel does not understand, he is to continue 
to be faithful, and to fulfill his lot (work) as the prophet of 
God. We, too, even though we do not always understand 
the mind of God, must be faithful to the end, and therefore 
allow God to fulfill his work through us. (v.13)

III. Lessons for us today.
A.  Wars are a part of the history of man.

1.  In chapter 11 we saw various battles take place for a lot of reasons known and 
unknown.

2. Today, there are still battles taking place all over the world, however this are not a
symbol of the end of time. 

3. Many will try to apply such things to signs of the end, however we would do well to
remember the words of Christ about such things (Mt 24:36-39)

B. Daniel remained faithful in the midst of uncertainty
1. Daniel’s was faithful to God even though he didn’t understand everything (12:8a)
2. Daniel was told remain faithful and it seems he did (12:13)

Application & Conclusion:
1.  The book of Daniel gives us encouragement from start to finish.
2. We would do well to notice how Daniel remained strong in times of persecution,

potential death and during times of visions that he didn’t’ fully understand. 
3.  Daniel shows that we too can remain faithful in difficult and uncertain times. 



4.  Full Invitation

Non-Christians must:
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16
Repent –Luke 13:2-3
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10

Christians must:
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9


