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Giving up things that may hinder 

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all 

things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. 

Philippians 3:7-8 

 

Give up anything that will cause another to stumble 

" Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a 

millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Matthew 18:6 

 

The right kind of work 

Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, 

that he may have something to give him who has need. – Ephesians 4:28 

 

Comments from another 

“Christians should have some "useful" and "honest" employment. They should work "that which 

is good." They should not pursue an employment which will necessarily injure others. No man 

has a right to place a nuisance under the window of his neighbor; nor has he any "more" right to 

pursue an employment that shall lead his neighbor into sin or ruin him. An honest employment 

benefits everybody. A good farmer is a benefit to his neighborhood and country; and a good 

shoemaker, blacksmith, weaver, cabinetmaker, watchmaker, machinist, is a blessing to the 

community. He injures no one; he benefits all.  

 

Comments from another 

How is it with the distiller, and the vender of alcoholic drinks? He benefits no one; he injures 

every body. Every quart of intoxicating drink that is taken from his house does evil somewhere-- 

evil, and only evil, and that continually. No one is made better, or richer; no one is made more 

moral or industrious; no one is helped on the way to heaven by it.  

 

Comments from another 

Thousands are helped on the way to hell by it, who are already in the path; and thousands are 

"induced" to walk in the way to death who, but for that distillery, store, or tavern, might have 

walked in the way to heaven. Is this then "working that WHICH is GOOD?" Would Paul have 

done it? Would Jesus do it? Strange, that by a professing Christian it was ever done!  

 

Comments from another 

See a striking instance of the way in which the Ephesians Christians acted when they were first 

converted; Acts 19:19 (Albert Barnes). 

Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in 

the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of 

silver. – Acts 19:19 



 

Set the right example 

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in 

spirit, in faith, in purity. – 1 Timothy 4:12 

Abstain from every form of evil. – 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

 

Produce the right fruit 

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 

idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 

dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 

beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

Produce the right fruit 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self- control. Against such there is no law. – Galatians 5:19-23 

 What kind of fruit does your job produce? 

  - your example? 

  - your leisure activities? 

 

There is a cost to be a faithful Christian 

If a person desires to be baptized they should first count the cost of becoming a Christian. 

 

Luke 14:28-33 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether 

he has enough to finish it — lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all 

who see it begin to mock him, saying, ' This man began to build and was not able to finish. ' Or 

what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether 

he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?  

 

Luke 14:28-33 

Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of 

peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 

 

Have you counted the Cost? 

 


