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“The Future of the Church” 

Rom 11:4 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what the future of the church depends upon.  

 

Intro: 1. We have talked about the history of the church. But, what about the future. 

  2. What does the future of the church depend upon.  

  3. Tonight, we will talk about the church today and where it can go.  

 

I. What the church is today. 

 A. A group of people who want to attract others with gimmicks, food and denominational 

           teaching.  

1. Why would someone come to church services expecting to be entertained?  

(1 Tim 4:13, entertainment was not something mentioned as something we should 

give attention to in worship services). 

a. Because so many denominations today are doing just that, entertaining people. 

  2. Some today believe that churches of Christ should do the same thing.  

 B. A group of people who in some places strive to do what is right in the sight of God.  

   - Rom 11:4 

  1. Not every congregation of the Lord’s church is supporting error. 

  2. However, to deny that many are, is untruthful & naive.  

 

II. What the church needs to be.  

A. A group of people who fear God & respect His word (Deut 11:13). 

1. The church needs those who fear God. If people really feared God they wouldn’t be 

so willing use themselves as a standard of right and wrong. 

2. When we respect God’s word we will follow it. We will not water it down, we will 

not sugar coat it, and we will not cast it into a grey area of compromise.  

B.  A group of people who want to mold their lives around God’s Word and help others do 

        the same (Lk 11:27-28). 

1. We need members who will truly be examples of faithfulness. Who will mold their 

lives around God’s word and not treat the teachings of Christ as something you 

follow when it’s convenient.  

2. Not only must we be faithful, but we must teach others about God’s standard of 

faithfulness.  

 

III. The future of local congregations 

A. Shoulders of its members  

1. If the church is remain faithful we must have the desire to help it stay faithful. 

2. One of the faults we see sometimes is folks who are unwilling to do anything  

(Titus 1:10-11a) 

 

 

 



 

B. Churches are pleasing to God when its members put Him first. 

1. Churches put God first when they follow His word and not the standards of men. 

a. 3 John 9-10 (standard of a man) 

b. Matt 19:17b 

2. Churches are pleasing to God when its members look for what they can do for the 

church. 

 

IV. Lessons for us today. 

A. If the church is going to be revitalized it will only begin by an obedience to God’s word.  

a. (Ps 119:25-27) – revival happens when we cling to God’s word 

1.   We cannot expect to revitalize a congregation if it does not adhere to God’s word.  

  2.  Just like in the O.T. the armies of God failed when they disobeyed, churches today 

                   will fail also when they disobey God.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. We cannot to be encouragement to the church when we are not faithful ourselves.  

  2. The future of the church is up to us.  

   a. We have to decide what part we will have in it.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


