
 

Bible History Lesson 5 

Departure from the N.T. Pattern 

Text 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show how the departure from the N.T. pattern began. 

 

Intro: 1. We are well aware of many have departed from the pattern today.  

  2. Such has been done for various reasons and in various different ways.  

  3. Tonight, we will look at how some of these departures began.  

 

I. Departure in Organization 

 A. The rise of “Bishops” 

  1. The rise of a monarchal system is one of the most distinct departures from the 

                 N.T. pattern.  

  2. Because of such a system, some churches came to be ruled by one man, a bishop.  

   a. As it was used in this system it is not fitting with the Biblical term for bishop 

                     (elder). 

  3. After the year 150, bishops began to be over entire cities not just one 

                 congregation. 

  4. There can be no doubt that the organization of the N.T. church was to consist of a 

plurality of elders (or bishops) in each church or that these terms were 

interchangeable (Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17). 

 C. The Development of a Priesthood 

  1. By 150 a priesthood was developing. 

  2. It began being taught that only a priest could conduct a service.  

  3. Thus, similar acts that we see in the Catholic Church today, began to increase 

                more and more.  

 

II. Original Sin & Baptism 

1. The doctrine of original sin teaches that children are born with the guilt of sin 

and through inheritance are depraved in nature.  

2. Tertullian (160-220 AD) – is the first to formulate the doctrine of original sin.  

3. Tertullian also went further with baptism. He taught that since baptism removed 

one’s sins, there was no additional remedy for those sins committed after 

baptism and baptism couldn’t be repeated. Constantine is a example of this, he 

delayed his baptism until shortly before his death so that it would cover all his 

sin.  

4. During the third century baptism was made a ritualistic ceremony performed 

once or twice a year.  

 

III. Departure in Manner of Life 

A. Celibacy 

1. The celibate life began to be exalted above marriage and ministers especially were 

considered unfit to serve if they were married.  



 

2. Pressure for celibacy came from the common people who believed that demons could 

more easily control a married man.  

 

B. “Easter” Celebration 

1. Rather early some Christians tried to work out a yearly calendar and place in it 

all of the important events of the life of Christ.  

a. Something we are not commanded to do nor have an example or implication 

of such.  

2. The leaders of the churches also desired making the church more attractive to 

Jews and Pagans. As these were more accustomed to pompous ceremonies as a 

part of their systems.  

a. It was believed that they would hold the simplicity of Christian worship in 

contempt.  

3. Easter become one of the most elaborate of these celebrations.  

a. The bishop of Rome excommunicated the church of Asia because they would 

not agree with Western custom in always celebrating Easter on Sunday.  

b. Each continued its own practice until the first general council in 325 decided 

in favor of the Roman position. This was another step in exaltation of the 

Roman bishop.  

   

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Some of these ideas are still active today. 

1.   Sadly today we still know of those who teach things like original sin and infant 

baptism. 

  2. The ideas on these teachings have not changed much over the years.  

 B. Man’s desire to please others 

  1. Man’s desire to please others instead of God began long ago. 

  2. It’s interesting that not only does the Bible record such, but so does history.  

  3.  Man’s problems have not changed much since creation.  

   a. We want to do, what we want to do.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Let us learn from history and not add to the word of God.  

  2. Let us also realize that those who do such cannot be pleasing to God.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 



 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


