
 

Bible History Lessons 

Lesson 1 – The World in Which the Church Began 

Rom 1:18-22 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show how the condition of the world during this time showed man’s desperate 

need for Christ and for the church.  

 

Intro: 1. We often thing our world is more wicked now that every before, however that is not 

                  the case.  

  2.  We will be reminded tonight that a sinful world only shows just how much man needs 

                 God, Christ, and the church.   

   

 

I. Moral Conditions (Rom 1:18-22) 

 A. Familiar ideas (Deut 12:8).  

  1. Christians, and others, were placed into gladiator combat for sport.  

   a. Even the lift of the Gladiator depended upon the crowd regardless of victory. 

  2. Abortions were common.  

  3. Suicides were common and considered the right of every man. 

 B. Pagan religions (Isa 44:8) 

  1. It is believed since many were illiterate, the imaginations of pagan superstition 

                and idolatry was generally accepted.   

a. These “mystery” religions were readily accepted and when added to the Greek 

mythology and the Roman deification of the state, presented a wide choice of 

religious experiences.  

  2. Mystery religions claimed to provide the “secret” to the afterlife. They claimed a 

person could gain salvation and access to God through certain secret ceremonies 

and mysterious rites.  

a. Alcohol and other drugs were used in these late-night rituals to aide in producing 

the desired state of mind.   

 

II. Religions of the day.  

1. Zoroaster 

a. This religion goes back about 500 years before Christ.  

b. Due to having similar teachings similar to Christianity some have said 

that the teachings were inserted into the Bible when in reality, it was the 

opposite.  

c. Jehovah God was well known before this religion came into existence.   

d. This group believed in three different saviors each ruling for 1000 years 

each.  

2. Mithraism 

a. Out of Zoroastrianism grew Mithraism, which for a time rivaled 

Christianity.  

b. Mithra, the god of light. Many of the teachings of Mithraism were similar 

to Christianity.  



 

3. Roman Religion 

a. The average Roman looked for some deliverer to bring peace & 

happiness. After Augustus, the Emperor was looked upon as this 

deliverer.  

b. The state was expected to deliver all from physical evil.  

c. Every person was expected to take part in the religion of the state, although 

this did not exclude one from activity in other religions.  

d. The leading officials on special occasions acted the part of priests, and the 

temples were the finest buildings in each community.  

e. The regular priesthood was supported by the state, and the priest forced 

their idolatry into every aspect of life.  

f. Outside of Judaism there was no voice raised against the mass slaughter of 

gladiators in the name of sport or against the exposure of infants, or slavery, 

or abortion, or brothers and public immorality in the name of pagan gods.  

 

B. The Jewish Contribution to Religion (Mt 15:6) 

4. Sadducees 

a. The origin of the term Sadducee is not known. Their leading tenets were a 

belief in free will and the rejection of the traditional interpretation of the 

Mosaic law.  

b. The conservatism of the Sadducees often caused them to be intolerant 

and severe toward others. It was a Sadducean high priest who 

condemned Christ, and it was the Sadducees who first began to persecute 

the church. They primarily opposed the church’s doctrine of the 

resurrection of Christ from the dead.  

5. Pharisees 

a. They held that the Law of Moses was supplemented by a great amount of 

oral tradition which they believed was given by God at the same time as 

the giving of the Law.  

b. Their conflict with Jesus was primarily over the interpretation of the Law 

of Moses.  

6. Essenes 

a. These individuals were characterized by a craving for moral purity as the 

result of a mixture of foreign customs borrowed from the religions of the 

East.  

b. They opposed marriage and objected to the slaughter of animals and the use of 

animals as food. They lived in communities regulated by ascetic discipline 

and refused to take part in the simple worship because animals were sacrifices 

(under the Old law).  

7. Zealots 

a. These were an off-shoot from the Pharisees, becoming a fanatical 

movement that refused to recognize any legal authority  

b. It was the fanaticism of the Zealots that ultimately led to the ruin of the Jewish 

nation in the destruction of Jerusalem. At least one of the twelve apostles had 

been a member of this party – Simon the Zealot (Acts 1:13).  

    



 

III. Lessons for us today  

1. It is no accident that we find the world so completely prepared for the coming of 

Christ.  

2. The pagan religions were unable to relate morality to religion and with all their variety 

their superstitious idolatry had nothing to satisfy the eternal longing of the human race or 

save man from sin (1 Kings 18:25-29) 

3. Many was looking for a solution, and by allowing the pagans to attempt every possible 

means they could invent for their salvation, God showed the world that man left to 

himself could not provide for his salvation.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Through the Gentiles God showed the world that man’s efforts to provide his own 

salvation ends in failure.  

2. Through the Jews God showed that man could not keep a revealed religion based upon 

human effort, and, accordingly, both Jews and Gentiles needed a Savior.  

a. Pro 14:12 

3. This was accomplished, it was time for the “Word” to become flesh (Jn 1:14).  

4. Full Invitation 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


